

Child Safety & Safeguarding Policy
Purpose
VRI Delacombe Cricket Club is committed to providing a safe, inclusive and supportive environment where children and young people feel safe, respected and valued. The club has zero tolerance for child abuse, bullying, grooming, discrimination or behaviour that places children and young people at risk.
Who This Policy Applies To
This policy applies to all committee members, coaches, volunteers, players (senior and junior), parents, guardians, scorers, umpires, supporters and any other person involved with or attending activities of VRI Delacombe Cricket Club.
VRI Delacombe Cricket Club Child Safe Commitment
The club is committed to providing an environment where children and young people are safe, respected and heard. We promote inclusion regardless of gender, cultural background, disability, sexuality or personal circumstances. We support positive behaviour, child participation and respectful communication while ensuring concerns are taken seriously and acted upon.
Expected Behaviour Around Children & Young People
• Maintain appropriate professional boundaries with children and young people.
• Use respectful and appropriate language at all times.
• Avoid being alone with a child or young person where practical.
• Use positive coaching and communication methods.
• Respect privacy in change rooms and bathroom areas.
• Avoid inappropriate or unnecessary physical contact.
• Follow appropriate communication and social media expectations.
• Role model respectful behaviour on and off the field.
Photography, Media Consent & Social Media
VRI Delacombe Cricket Club may take photographs, videos or promotional material during training, matches, presentations, social events and club activities for the purpose of celebrating participation and promoting the club.

Parent/guardian consent for junior player photography and media use will be obtained through player registration or a separate club consent process.

The club will:
• Use images respectfully and appropriately
• Avoid identifying children in a way that places them at risk
• Avoid sharing inappropriate, embarrassing or vulnerable content
• Remove images where reasonable concerns are raised

Parents/guardians may request that photographs of their child not be used for club promotional or social media purposes and the club will make reasonable efforts to respect these wishes.
Electronic Communication Expectations
Communication with junior players should, where practical, involve parents/guardians or occur through team group communication channels.

Private messaging with junior players should remain appropriate, respectful and directly related to cricket activities.
Working With Children Checks (WWCC)
Coaches, assistant coaches, team managers, junior coordinators, Child Safety Officers and other volunteers working regularly with junior players are expected to hold a valid Working With Children Check where required by Victorian legislation.

The club will maintain a confidential register of Working With Children Checks.
Change Rooms, Mixed Age Cricket & Club Environment
Where junior players participate in senior cricket, all players, officials and volunteers are expected to maintain appropriate behaviour and language.

Consideration must be given to change room use, celebrations, alcohol consumption, transport and social interactions to ensure a safe and respectful environment.

Mobile phones should not be used for photography or filming in change rooms or bathroom areas. Appropriate behaviour and language is expected where junior players are present.
Child Safety Reporting Process
If a child or young person is in immediate danger, contact 000 immediately.

Any child safety concerns, disclosures or inappropriate behaviour should be reported as soon as possible to the Club Child Safety Officer via:

Email: childsafe.vridcc@gmail.com

Where appropriate, matters may also be referred to Police, Child Protection, Cricket Victoria or the Ballarat Cricket Association.
Child Safety Officer
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The VRI Delacombe Cricket Club appoints a Child Safety Officer to act as the primary point of contact for child safety concerns and safeguarding matters. The club Child Safety Officer can be contacted via childsafe.vridcc@gmail.com.

Transportation & Pick Up Arrangements
Parents/guardians remain responsible for the pick-up and supervision of children unless otherwise agreed. Coaches and volunteers should avoid transporting junior players without parent/guardian consent and reasonable communication.
Breaches of this Policy
Breaches of this policy may result in education, warning, removal from duties, suspension, referral to authorities or removal from the club depending on the seriousness of the matter.
Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed periodically by the Executive Committee to ensure it remains compliant with Victorian Child Safe Standards, Cricket Australia expectations and the needs of the club.
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