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The Railways Way
VRI Delacombe Cricket Club Junior Cricket Philosophy
Introduction
The Railways Way is the VRI Delacombe Cricket Club's junior cricket philosophy.

It provides a clear and consistent approach to how junior cricket is coached, supported and delivered from Under 11 through to Under 17.

The purpose of The Railways Way is simple:

Help kids enjoy cricket, improve their skills and prepare them for the next stage of their cricket journey.

The club believes junior cricket should provide a positive experience for players and families while helping young people develop confidence, skills, friendships and a lifelong connection with the game.

The Railways Way helps ensure all coaches, volunteers and club leaders are working towards the same goals and providing a consistent experience across the junior program.
What We Value
Skill Development

Junior cricket should help players improve their skills and confidence each season.

Training is designed to focus on batting, bowling, fielding and wicket keeping through age-appropriate coaching and structured development.

Success is not measured by how many games a team wins. Success is measured by players improving, building confidence and developing a love for cricket.

Enjoyment & Participation

Children are more likely to stay involved in sport when they enjoy their experience.

The club aims to provide a positive environment where players feel welcomed, supported and encouraged to participate regardless of experience or ability.

Enjoyment remains an important part of every training session and game day.

Fairness & Inclusion

The VRI Delacombe Cricket Club believes every player deserves opportunities to participate, contribute and develop.

At younger age groups, equal opportunities to bat, bowl and experience different positions remain a priority.

As players move into older age groups, greater structure is gradually introduced while maintaining fairness, inclusion and player development.

Long-Term Player Development

Junior cricket is a pathway.

The goal is not simply to develop Under 11 or Under 13 cricketers.

The goal is to develop confident young people who continue playing cricket and eventually transition into senior cricket.

Players develop at different rates and success should never be judged solely on current performance.
What Parents Can Expect
Parents can expect junior cricket at VRI Delacombe to focus on:

• Positive coaching
• Skill development
• Fairness and inclusion
• Respect and sportsmanship
• Safe and supportive environments
• Long-term player development
• Enjoyment of the game

The club expects coaches to create environments where players feel supported, encouraged and confident to learn from mistakes.

The club does not support a win-at-all-costs approach to junior cricket.
How Game Day Changes As Players Progress
Under 11

The focus is on participation, enjoyment and learning.

Players receive equal opportunities to bat, bowl and experience different positions while building confidence and understanding of the game.

Under 13

The focus remains on development, confidence and equal opportunities.

Players continue receiving opportunities to experience different situations and further develop their cricket skills.

Under 15

Greater structure begins to be introduced.

Players start developing an understanding of team roles, game awareness and decision making while still maintaining opportunities for all players to contribute and develop.

Under 17

Players are prepared for senior cricket.

Greater responsibility, leadership and team ownership are encouraged while coaches continue supporting player development and growth.
Working Together
Strong junior cricket programs are built through players, parents, coaches and volunteers working together.

The VRI Delacombe Cricket Club values respectful communication, positive support and shared commitment to creating a welcoming club environment.

Parents play an important role in helping young people enjoy cricket and develop confidence.

By working together, we can provide positive experiences that support both player development and long-term participation in the game.
The Railways Way
Help kids enjoy cricket, improve their skills and prepare them for the next stage of their cricket journey.
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