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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
COUNTRY

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the
land on which the Western Sydney Law Students’
Association was founded, the Dharug people.

We acknowledge the traditional owners and
custodians of country throughout Australia and
their continuing connection to land, waters and

community.

We pay our respects to their cultures, and elders,
past, present, and emerging.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

DO YOU REMEMBER, THE
21°" NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER

Spring has finally unsprung on campus! I'm

Fatmah, and I'm also excited to be welcoming

you back to another installment of The WSLSA

Monthly. The forecast this month says sunny,

with a chance of busy calendars and with the

Spring semester of 2026 oh so nearly halfway

complete, it’s high time we start thinking of all

the ways to end the semester in just these few

Fatmah Al Shamri pages.. WSLSA Wrapped, anyone? I kid, of

Publications Director course (or do I?). Forget what I said in the last
few issues, THIS is where it’s at.

From social justice events to opportunities in criminal law, we’re leaning to and
paying it forward to the hearts and minds who make these Monthlies possible. I'll give
you a hint, check your mirror out and tell me if you find them!

Missed out on all the fun we had back in August? Check out last month’s issue right
*here®, starring Justice in Action, a study tour in Indonesia and some highlights on
contemporary Al use in law by none other than Bianca Stanton. Because we’d love to
have you stick around and check out what’s going on this September: there’s just too
much opportunity for you to miss!

In line with the feedback received, a reminder for anyone who is keen to contribute
short, one-page articles for The WSLSA Monthly or generally help out in any way to
email at publications@wslsa.com.au.

Without further ado, here is this month’s recap on what’s going on at the School of

Law.

Western Sydney
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EVENTS AND NEWS

x Western
Sydney;
University,

PARAMATTA SOUTH GAMPUS -
8 SEPT 2026 @6:30PM VvICTORIA RD, RYDALMERE NSW 2116
YOUR NO-BS GUIDE TO LAW CAREERS - COMING TO YOU LIVE.

A TALK FOR LAW STUDENTS WHO WANT MORE THAN TH:
TRADITIONAL PATH OR TO SIMPLY LEARN MORE ABOUT WHAT YOU!

DEGREE CAN BE USED FOR.

CHECK US ouT WWW.CAREERBIGSIS.COM

THE LAW SCHOOL TOUR
WITH MEL STOREY:

The wait is finally over! Mel Storey (Law School Big Sis herself) is
stopping by Western Sydney University on her National Law School
Tour. The event will be hosted by the WSLSA’s Fatmah Al Shamri and
Sophia Fresnel. Expect plenty of discussions and refreshments
following the Q&'A session.

Register: *here*

-Event Details-
Date: Tuesday, September 8, 2026
Time: 6:30pm-8:00pm
Location: Whitlam Institute (Building EZ.G.22)
Dress code: Casual, business casual

For anyone not too sure where that is, that’ll be the large building
with the open grounds once you start walking up the hill from the
Moot Court car park. Either way, we’re really excited to see you all
there!

www.wslsa.com.au

WHAT WAS GOING
ON AT JUSTICE IN
ACTION?

On July 31", Justice in Action at the
Federal Circuit and Family Court of
Australia was held. Whether interested
in the associate and  tipstaff
opportunities, considering practice in
federal or family law, or just being there
for the fun of it all, there’s no denying
the success of the event and the
inspiration of its speakers.

In addition to touring the courtroom,
attendees got the chance to learn from
judges and their associates on matters
like what makes an application stand
out, what does being an associate look
like, what branches of the law are
practiced in this particular court and the
socio-legal landscapes of the cases
examined in the court.

It’s such an amazing component of the
study of law to get the chance to visit
events at the Federal Circuit and Family
Court of Australia, and learning all the
ways we see technology incorporated in
the courtroom; and we seriously hope
you join us next year!
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S0 REZAE & CO

LAWYERS

WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY INDUSTRY

HIGHLIGHT: REZAE

& CO LAWYERS
PUBLIC TALK & PANEL DlSCUSSlON Rezae & Co Lawyers is a Parramatta-

School of Law

——— based firm practicing exclusively in NSW
criminal and traffic law. The firm

, represents clients in matters including

aren we assault, drug offences, bail applications,

drink- and drug-driving charges and

2 licence appeals. For students interested

in criminal practice, this area offers

us1ng O exposure to courtroom advocacy,
evidence analysis, police procedure,

client conferences, negotiation and case

L [ Py
advance justice’ ==y
¢ students who value direct client contact,

clear communication, sound judgment

and practical advocacy.

Rezae & Co has graciously provided the
following resources for your reading
pleasure:

WHY AREN,T WE USING AI Police Search Powers in NSW Drug
TO ADVANCE JUSTICE? Possession and Supply Cases:

https://www.rezaecolawyers.com.au/arti

Mark September 3™ on your calendars if you’re a law student cles/police-search-powers-in-nsw-drug:

with a keen focus on Al use in the legal profession, because possession-and-supply-cases/

there’s an announcement in your inbox from Dr Maria Bhatti.

Students are strongly encouraged to attend an upcoming talk Being Near Drugs is Not the Same as

and panel discussion on Thursday, September 3", from Possessing Drugs:

12:30pm to 2:00pm at Parramatta City Campus at Conference https://www.rezaecolawyers.com.au/arti

Room 3 (Level 9). The event will be highlighted by the likes of cles/being-near-drugs-is-not-the-same-

Western Sydney University panelists, Dr Armin Alimardani as-possessing-drugs/

and Dr Jacinta Sassine as well as Professor Philippa Webb KC

from the University of Oxford. These guides explore when NSW police
can exercise search powers and how

So if this is something right up your alley, you can register physical proximity to drugs does not
right over *here*. sufficiently establish possession.

www.wslsa.com.au Page 06
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EOI UOWLSA x ACULSA x WSULSA
Intervarsity Family Law Moot 26 - 27
September 2026

You are invited to participate in the inaugural intervarsity Family Law Moot, jointly hosted by the
UOWLSS, the ACULSA and the UWSLSA. The University of Wallongeng has genercusly offered to
host the competition at its Liverpool Campus on Saturday 26 September and Sunday 27 September

FAMILY LAW
INTERVARSITY MOOT EOIS!

Brought to you by the WSLSA Competitions Sub-Committee:

Are you interested in building your advocacy skills and
representing Western Sydney University in a competitive
legal setting? We are seeking EOIs from students to
participate in the Family Law Intervarsity Moot against the
University of Wollongong and Australian Catholic University.
This will take place on 26-27 September 2026 at the University
of Wollongong, Liverpool Campus. Submit your expression of
interest here: https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/02-
3CBNqkvfVXWXKRTzfyWhaX1.zN?
domain=forms.cloud.microsoft

This is a fantastic opportunity to:
Develop your legal research and analytical skills
Enhance your oral advocacy and courtroom presentation
abilities
Gain valuable mooting experience while representing
Western Sydney University
Connect with fellow law students and legal professionals

Further information regarding team selection, the moot
problem, and preparation sessions will be provided shortly.

www.wslsa.com.au

CURRENT ISSUES
CONCERNING THE
IMPLIED FREEDOM
OF POLITICAL
COMMUNICATION:

That title was a mouthful, wasn’t it?
Luckily, the event itself could not be
further from all that! The one-hour event
5:15pm-6:15pm Thursday,
September 3rd at the Federal court of
Australia will explore recent cases and

from on

developments concerning the implied
freedom of political communication,
including interesting thematic issues
such as anonymous political discourse,
the notion of pre-existing freedoms, and
the relevance of counterfactuals to the
implied freedom analysis. The event will
be chaired and feature the likes of:

The Hon Justice Kate Richardson,
Supreme Court of New South Wales

David Hume SC, Sixth Floor Selbourne
Wentworth Chambers

Celia Winnett, Sixth Floor Selbourne
Wentworth Chambers

and Michael Adams, 6 St James Hall.

It’'ll be a busy first week of the month
(events-wise), but hope we can have you
with us on this rare exploration of
law, public
contemporary legal issues brought to us
by pivotal judicial personnel.

constitutional law and

Page 07



https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/d0pmCYW8OZH3Wqp0ATGhJnhxtQsW?domain=forms.cloud.microsoft
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/d0pmCYW8OZH3Wqp0ATGhJnhxtQsW?domain=forms.cloud.microsoft
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/d0pmCYW8OZH3Wqp0ATGhJnhxtQsW?domain=forms.cloud.microsoft

Western Sydney Law Students’ Association 01/09/2026

GAINING PERSPECTIVE: THE IMPORTANCE OF

DEVELOPING A LEGAL MIND

By: Sarah Al-Nuaymi

With the emergence of outsourced thinking, this article aims to highlight the importance
of developing a legal mind in an era of artificial intelligence. I want to acknowledge that
this piece of work has primarily been adapted from my internship research report.

Community legal centres (CLC’s) are a form of accessible justice that is usually a first
point of contact for many. CLC’s are committed to supporting marginalised and low-
income everyday Australians in areas of civil, criminal, and family law. With some even
having dedicated teams for tenancy and Indigenous legal matters. In my time as an intake
officer at the centre, I received a unique call from a client. He had received a sudden
notice from restitutions demanding for the full amount in his matter payable in two
weeks. He was reasonably shocked as it was originally reduced by 70% and decided to
contact us for help in navigating the legal system. At face value it would not seem that we
could take his matter on as it is outside of our scope. Upon probing further and viewing
this through a money-owed lens, as opposed to criminal, we determined that we could
take him on as a client and pursue his case under a new expansion of the Work and
Development Orders (WDOs) scheme.

The scheme was first introduced in 2009 to help alleviate the overwhelm of fines for those
meeting the eligibility criteria. The once temporary measure has been made a permanent
solution in 2011 due to the over saturation of fines in NSW and even later expanded. This
is telling of a deeper systemic inequality that requires more than just an equitable remedy
to be addressed by a state that is a billion dollars in fine debt.
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As law students, we are taught that the law embeds itself in all facets of a functioning
society to preserve order and promote justice. With the permanence of this initiative
reinforcing that, one would think that fine debt since 2011 has been mitigated and that the
aforementioned billion is a figure of the past. Well, it’s not. As the debt grew to $1.2 billion
in March of this year and is only now stabilising back down to that very same billion from

/
[

2022. Now yes, we should examine and understand the many factors the complicate debt
management for a state such as NSW, but the focus here is our growth, not that of the
state debt.

I want to turn your attention to the everyday Australian who is working hard for a fair go,
they are your future client situated across from you, telling you their story. They rely on
us to advocate for them as we have taken up the mantle once we entered this vocation to
become future solicitors, barristers, judges, policy advisors and lawmakers. They seek out
our service and expertise in navigating the system at the most vulnerable, high-risk
moments of their lives. Therefore, it is imperative to make the most of the opportunity we
are given as students. In developing our legal minds and honing our skills for analysing
precisely what purpose a policy, scheme and legislative authority is trying to introduce.

www.wslsa.com.au
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GAINING PERSPECTIVE: THE IMPORTANCE OF

DEVELOPING A LEGAL MIND

It is why when learning the foundations of law, we are first taught legislative
principles and statutory interpretation on the onset. We learn that intention is
embedded in the law to serve a particular purpose with a holistic aim of
improving our society. Our mind is being trained into identifying issue(s) and
overlaying a rule that encapsulates the position appropriately, where we, then,
apply legal reasoning to analyse the unique facts of a scenario to arrive at a
legally sound conclusion.

WDOs were introduced with the particular purpose of helping disadvantaged
Australians work off their debt. They impose a social obligation for the
individual to better themself and, by extension, improve our society. Being the
first point of contact at the CLC, our client’s issue could have been incorrectly
categorised had I not listened carefully and asked the right questions, both to
him and to my supervisors. I documented the relevant facts to confirm his
eligibility and once I advocated for his matter to be taken on, our team hit the
ground running to offer the advice of pursuing a resolution through the WDO
program for him.

This cognitive ability of learning to dissect a scenario will permeate into all
aspects of life. It is a fundamental adaptable skill that follows you if you end up
practicing law or another field entirely. It is a mental process that critically
analyses and discerns to the heart of the problem in pursuit of extracting an
actionable legal outcome for the client. That is what a legal mind ought to be. It

needs to take everything presented to us by clients and synthesise the

fragments of the story into a coherent narrative to distil a legal basis for us to

pursue.

That is the value we bring, the one to pave the future, and one that is so human
that it cannot be outsourced nor artificially replicated. Knowing of WDO’s and
how they work is only half of what we can bring. They are great for the people
they support. But in understanding the “why” of it our current legal system
benefits. We can contribute even further as we challenge and develop the
policies and mechanisms for the better, for both our client and the everyday
Australian.

Sources:

https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/my-problem-is-about/fines/work-and-development-orders-wdos

https://rlc.org.au/news-and-media/rlc-media/unpaid-fines-nsw-reach-1-billion

https://www.revenue.nsw.gov.au/help-centre/resources-library/statistics/penalty-notice-dashboard

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract id=3099195
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CAREERS AND
TRANSITIONS- A RECAP:

From law school to legal practice, a huge thanks is truly owed
to WSLSA’s President, Ahmad Yar Khan, and Mills Oakley
partner, Hoda Nahlous. I don’t know about you, but to get
some pretty comprehensive insight from who is, “one of the
most powerful lawyers in Western Sydney,” was quite the
refresher. The evening addressed work culture in firms,
parallel lives and the ability to find fulfillment in your work. If
you’ve yet to make your LinkedIn profile, consider this your
sign. We’re out here living in a wholesome world, and we
deserve the best of what we make of it. You’re all doing
amazing, whether you’re surviving or thriving.

Photo credits: Narjas Mohammad

www.wslsa.com.au

PATHWAYS IN LAW
CONTINUES WITH
THE LSNSW:

Last month’s In-House Practice seminar,
meet this month’s Community Legal
Practice seminar. A can’t miss for the
advocates at heart amongst us. THIS
online seminar will be hosted from
12:00pm to 1:00pm on Monday 14™
September and features the words and
wisdoms of Senior and Principal
Solicitors across Sydney’s community
legal centres.

Registrations can be made here:
https://www.lawsociety.com.au/events/s

tudent-events/pathways-law

A SNEEK PEEK
INTO NEXT
MONTH’S ISSUE

Next month, we’re bidding farewell to
another semester with Careers Night,
mooting and plenty of recap and
opportunities. Student ingenue will also
be highlighted with articles exploring the
wonderful world of law.
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WHAT’S BEEN MISSED
WITH SELF ADVOCACY IN
LAW!

On Tuesday the 25™ of August, the WSLSA hosted their Self
Advocacy in Law workshop in partnership with the Law
Society of New South Wales at Parramatta City Campus. Due
to last minute communication, we apologise for anyone who
got the word last minute that the venue changed to Level 5,
Room 39. And also for the hectic train schedules on that day if
that had impacted anyone’s ability to attend. But don’t worry!
Plenty more events and opportunities to look out for this
semester.

Nevertheless, students definitely got out of the session a lot
about communication and boundaries. Not just in the legal
profession but in our own personal lives. Some other
highlights to the evening were affirming ourselves as
individuals in order to stand up for what we stand for values
wise within workplace cultures. Some massive thanks go to
our LGBTQIA+ Inclusion Officer and Ordinary Officer:
Suprekshya Pant and Meghna Chethan for all their work on
the day.

www.wslsa.com.au

COMPETITIONS

AWARDS
HT

e

AL

2026
COMPETITIONS
AWARDS NIGHT:

Early bird spoilers for our October issue!
Join us for the WSLSA Competitions
Awards Night as we celebrate the
students, judges and
mentors who have contributed to an

volunteers,

outstanding year of competitions. The
evening will recognise the achievements
the WSLSA
competitions program. We look forward

of competitors across
to coming together to reflect on the year,
student excellence, and
celebrate the continued growth of the
WSLSA Competitions Portfolio.

recognise

A RECAP OF THE
FIRST-YEAR HIGH
ACHIEVERS
AWARD:

What a night to mark the middle of the
final week of And
congratulations to all award recipients
on Wednesday, August 26™ Also worthy
of high praise are Justice Kirby himself,
and the School of Law, alongside WSLSA
volunteers for making such an incredible

August.

event possible with your presence and
assistance!
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE HWL
EBSWORTH PRESENTATION
EVENING:

And another event hosted on the evening of August 252 That
would be the HWL Ebsworth Presentation Evening hosted at
Parramatta South Campus inside of the Moot Court. Thanks to
our Engagement Director and Ordinary Officer: Suleiman
Atrouz and Ahmad Dhaibi, and to HWLE partners; Brendan
Noney, Sean O’Donnell and Emily Lucas! There was plenty to
have learned from that evening to be sure. Everything from
the clerkship application process next year, to the specialising
fields practiced by the firm to what makes an ideal candidate
and colleague. One thing I definitely got out of it was that your
experience levels aren’t the be-all or the end-all. They can
hone your communication skills and just simply being modest
and humble about who you are and what you stand for whilst
owning up to your limitations is enough to smoothen your
application and interview process. To everyone engaging and
getting their questions out there during the Q&A sessions,
can’t wait to hear all about your clerkship and application
processes because we definitely had ourselves some prime
candidates and future partners at HWLE!

www.wslsa.com.au

2026

\FLIBFING GUIDE

OPPORTUNITY TO
BE A PART OF THE
2026 WELLBEING

GUIDE!

Breaking news! The WSLSA is currently
preparing to produce our inaugural
Wellbeing Guide at the end of October,
and we’re looking for students across the
School of Law (eldest daughters,
neurodivergent students, everyone from
LLB to JD, first to final years) to provide
insight for our articles. If you’d be
interested in participating, please
contact:
publications@westernsydney.edu.au

BEYOND YOUR LAW
DEGREE- FROM
PLT TO PRACTICE:

On Thursday, September 3™, students
are invited to attend Beyond your Law
Degree at 6:00pm at the Parramatta
South Moot Court.

Hosting ACAP’s Nicholas Lim and Lilly-
Rose Saliba from Joseph Grassi +
Associates, the evening will be focusing
on Practical Legal Training (PLT),
admission and the process of starting
your legal career. Don’t worry if you
miss out, PLT to Practice will be back
next month recapped.
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STUDY BUSINESS, LAW AND
SOCIETY ABROAD IN 2027!

In case you missed anything on August 4™ here it is:

The Acicis Indonesian Business, Law and Society program is
currently being offered to students to are interested in
undertaking the course in Semester 1 of 2027. What’s in it
for you? Well, I say a $15,000 mobility grant and the chance
to participate in the commerce of what is projected to be
the world’s upcoming 4™ largest economy is what. You get
your choice of studying business, law, society or all of the
above and an optional chance to take on an internship
which caters to your field of interest. The program also
provides credit to your degree in addition to international
networks in your career. Students eligible to receive
funding as part of the New Colombo Plan must: not have
received two grants before, be an undergraduate student,
be an Australian citizen, receive credit for this course and
study at an Acicis member university. If you’re reading this,
congrats! That’s mostly likely 2/5 things already ticked off.
So what are you waiting for? Applications *here* close on
September 13th!

www.wslsa.com.au
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MATES SESSIONS
FOR FIRST YEAR
STUDENTS:

For all the first-year students reading
this wondering how they’re going to feel
confident, connected and supported:
behold... MATES Mentoring! MATES
connects you with experienced student
mentors who can share their own
university experiences, answer
questions and provide guidance (no
academic tutoring, check out PASS for
that). MATES services include:

Navigating university life and getting
familiar with your campus

Finding and accessing support
services

Getting involved with campus
activities and student life

Answering questions about the
university experience

Building confidence and a sense of
belonging

Making meaningful connections with
other students

Mentors can be chosen based on your
campus, course, interests or lived
experiences.

Plenty of law students who are MATES
mentors this semester are the perfect
pick for all things law school guidance,
events and support right *here*.



https://www.acicis.edu.au/semester-program-application/
https://life.westernsydney.edu.au/events?group_ids=593
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WESTERN SYDNEY
UNIVERSITY

JD WORKSHOP 2

Pathways in Pro Bono, Legal Clinics & Practice

feesy DATE
Wednesday, 16 September

TIME
1-2pm
LOCATION
Moot Court (Building EO, Room G.44)

Western Sydney University Parramatta South Campus | School of Law

OO0

Dr Kamran Khalid Emma Doukakis Michelle Yang

Solicitor/ Clinical Supervisor
WS dustice Clinic

Pro Bono Partner
Bartier Perry

Managing Solicitor,
Student Legal Service
WS Justice Clinic

QQQ Open to all WSU students

PATHWAYS IN PRO BONO,
LEGAL CLINICS & PRACTICE:

Picture this: it’s Wednesday, August 12", and you've had a
busy day, so you didn’t get to check your emails. That
means you also didn’t get to hear about the Pathways in Pro
Bono event at the Moot Court at Parramatta South on
September 16". Never fear, your monthly email recap is
here!

To keep things short and sweet, come round by the Moot
Court from 1:00pm-2:00pm if you’re free and hear from Dr
Kamran Khalid, Emma Doukakis and Michelle Yang from
the WSU Justice Clinic. They’re going to be talking all things
legal internships and opportunities.

This is an opportunity open for all students: JD and LLB,
with plenty of chances for networking and conversation
after the panel.

If this has you interested in turning up to the Moot Court
on a Wednesday afternoon (the 16™), then registrations can

be made through the link: https://events.humanitix.com/jd-
workshop-2-wsu-2026

www.wslsa.com.au

Velunteer Witness - Expression of Interest - Final Mock Trial
September 2026

CALL FOR
VOLUNTEER
WITNESSES!

The NSW Bar Association has an exciting
opportunity for students this month!
They’re looking for student volunteers to
participate in their upcoming mock trials
on:

Monday 21* September (4:30pm/5:15pm,
both sessions online) AND

Saturday 26" September
(10:00am/1:30pm, both sessions at the
Supreme Court of NSW)

This is a valuable experience to gain
exposure with the process of becoming a
barrister in NSW, and participating
students will be reimbursed with a $50
Westfield gift card for their time.

Are you up for it? If so, complete the
expression of interest form (only if you
are available to participate on both days,
since last-minute cancellations can
jeopardise your chances of participating
in the future) by Monday, September 7.

EOI form:
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/Res
ponsePage.aspx?
id=89tPz81JAOOMme6VKVOjagYKi17Vefwt
VP0jqY5uWJrJxURVgwVKktZRO9CUjJWW
FhUNVRKSVI5TjE3TC4u

If you have any enquiries, please feel free
to reach out to jravi@nswbar.asn.au
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EMAILS FROM THE SOL

INVITE FOR LAW STUDENTS-
JOIN A FOCUS GROUP

Student Feedback Surverys: You know ‘em, you love ‘em.
Especially when you get the chance to earn a $50 gift card
for participating. What this means is that you will be
participating in a 60-minute Zoom call with four to seven
(4-7) other students and reflect on your learning experience
to help improve the way Western Sydney University
teaches and seeks feedback for said teaching. For each
session, you’ll be asked to draw on some key moments both
in class and when completing feedback surveys and point
out anything that especially stood out.

Who is eligible to join in? Any WSU student (that means
you!). Do you need to have anything prepared? Nope, not at
all. Just your perspective and insight. Will you be
anonymous? Yes, for sure. Meetings will only be recorded
for posterity and no one aside from the meeting facilitator
will be able to access the recording.

It’s simple to sign up. Simply scan the QR code to register
your interest!

www.wslsa.com.au

READY FOR THE
CHALLENGE?
READY TO GO
GLOBAL?

Thought about making Summer plans
already? What about a trip to Indonesia
that counts towards your law degree?

We’re back with yet another
announcement all about the Indonesia
Law, Governanace and Study Tour!

This opportunity is open to all law
studdents (LLB and JD) who have
completed LAWS1003 (Fundamentals of
Australian Law) and are welcome to
select from the following options:

A- 14th-30"™ of November 2026, Study
Tour in Jakarta and Yogyakarta

B-30™ of November- 12" of December
2026, Field School and Langauge Training

If you’re keen to learn more about this
exciting opportunity, there will be an
information session hosted on
Wednesday 16" of October from
12:00pm-1:30pm with an accompanying
lunch.

This is a selective entry program, spots
are limited and they’re running out fast.
Stay tuned for more details coming your
way soon!




CLOSING REMARKS

Fatmah here, reporting live on what’s
been a chilly morning in a Parramatta
library. I can’t believe we are only three
months away from Summer vacation. All
hope is not lost, plenty of upcoming
events to pass the time that are currently
in the works. For my part, writer’s block is
doing a wonderful job keeping me
occupied and in my seat in between
assessments.

All of you in the School of Law have been
nothing but incredible, constantly setting
whether
competing in moots, applying for that

the bar for our cohort:

first big-kid legal job or getting that well-
deserved HD. Literally iconic for that!

If you have any inquiries, please feel free
to refer to the following emails on this

page.

If you have any topics or events which
relates to law students that you think
would be useful to know, contact the
Publications Director.

Until next month,

Fatmah Al Shamri
Publications Director

POINTS OF CONTACT

Executive Team
President: president@wslsa.com.au
Vice-president: vicepresident @wslsa.com.au
Treasurer: treasurer@wslsa.com.au

Secretary: secretary@wslsa.com.au

Directors
Publications: publications@wslsa.com.au
Education: education@wslsa.com.au
Engagement: engagement@wslsa.com.au
Marketing: marketing@wslsa.com.au

Marketing Vice-director: marketing@wslsa.com.au

Social Justice Officers

LGBTQJIA+ Inclusion: queer@wslsa.com.au
First Nations Inclusion: firstnations@wslsa.com.au
International Inclusion: international @wslsa.com.au

Disability Inclusion: disability@wslsa.com.au

Competitions Sub-committee
President: competitions@wslsa.com.au
Vice-president: intervarsity@wslsa.com.au

Vice-president (Internal): mooting@wslsa.com.au

Officers

Ordinary Officers: ordinaryofficers@wslsa.com.au

Western Sydney
LAW STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION INC.
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	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY
	We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which the Western Sydney Law Students’ Association was founded, the Dharug people.
	We acknowledge the traditional owners and custodians of country throughout Australia and their continuing connection to land, waters and community.
	We pay our respects to their cultures, and elders, past, present, and emerging.

	EDITOR’S NOTE
	DO YOU REMEMBER, THE 21ST NIGHT OF SEPTEMBER
	Spring has finally unsprung on campus! I’m Fatmah, and I’m also excited to be welcoming you back to another installment of The WSLSA Monthly. The forecast this month says sunny, with a chance of busy calendars and with the Spring semester of 2026 oh so nearly halfway complete, it’s high time we start thinking of all the ways to end the semester in just these few pages... WSLSA Wrapped, anyone? I kid, of course (or do I?). Forget what I said in the last few issues, THIS is where it’s at.
	Fatmah Al Shamri Publications Director
	From social justice events to opportunities in criminal law, we’re leaning to and paying it forward to the hearts and minds who make these Monthlies possible. I’ll give you a hint, check your mirror out and tell me if you find them!
	Missed out on all the fun we had back in August? Check out last month’s issue right *here*, starring Justice in Action, a study tour in Indonesia and some highlights on contemporary AI use in law by none other than Bianca Stanton. Because we’d love to have you stick around and check out what’s going on this September: there’s just too much opportunity for you to miss!
	In line with the feedback received, a reminder for anyone who is keen to contribute short, one-page articles for The WSLSA Monthly or generally help out in any way to email at publications@wslsa.com.au.
	Without further ado, here is this month’s recap on what’s going on at the School of Law.
	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
	01/09/2026


	EVENTS AND NEWS
	WHAT WAS GOING ON AT JUSTICE IN ACTION?
	On July 31st, Justice in Action at the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia was held. Whether interested in the associate and tipstaff opportunities, considering practice in federal or family law, or just being there for the fun of it all, there’s no denying the success of the event and the inspiration of its speakers.
	In addition to touring the courtroom, attendees got the chance to learn from judges and their associates on matters like what makes an application stand out, what does being an associate look like, what branches of the law are practiced in this particular court and the socio-legal landscapes of the cases examined in the court.
	It’s such an amazing component of the study of law to get the chance to visit events at the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia, and learning all the ways we see technology incorporated in the courtroom; and we seriously hope you join us next year!

	THE LAW SCHOOL TOUR WITH MEL STOREY:
	The wait is finally over! Mel Storey (Law School Big Sis herself) is stopping by Western Sydney University on her National Law School Tour. The event will be hosted by the WSLSA’s Fatmah Al Shamri and Sophia Fresnel. Expect plenty of discussions and refreshments following the Q&A session.
	Register: *here*
	-Event Details-
	Date: Tuesday, September 8th, 2026
	Time: 6:30pm-8:00pm
	Location: Whitlam Institute (Building EZ.G.22)
	Dress code: Casual, business casual
	For anyone not too sure where that is, that’ll be the large building with the open grounds once you start walking up the hill from the Moot Court car park. Either way, we’re really excited to see you all there!
	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
	01/09/2026


	EVENTS AND NEWS
	INDUSTRY HIGHLIGHT: REZAE & CO LAWYERS
	Rezae & Co Lawyers is a Parramatta-based firm practicing exclusively in NSW criminal and traffic law. The firm represents clients in matters including assault, drug offences, bail applications, drink- and drug-driving charges and licence appeals. For students interested in criminal practice, this area offers exposure to courtroom advocacy, evidence analysis, police procedure, client conferences, negotiation and case strategy. It is particularly suited to students who value direct client contact, clear communication, sound judgment and practical advocacy.
	Rezae & Co has graciously provided the following resources for your reading pleasure:
	Police Search Powers in NSW Drug Possession and Supply Cases: https://www.rezaecolawyers.com.au/articles/police-search-powers-in-nsw-drug-possession-and-supply-cases/
	Being Near Drugs is Not the Same as Possessing Drugs: https://www.rezaecolawyers.com.au/articles/being-near-drugs-is-not-the-same-as-possessing-drugs/
	These guides explore when NSW police can exercise search powers and how physical proximity to drugs does not sufficiently establish possession.

	WHY AREN’T WE USING AI TO ADVANCE JUSTICE?
	Mark September 3rd on your calendars if you’re a law student with a keen focus on AI use in the legal profession, because there’s an announcement in your inbox from Dr Maria Bhatti. Students are strongly encouraged to attend an upcoming talk and panel discussion on Thursday, September 3rd, from 12:30pm to 2:00pm at Parramatta City Campus at Conference Room 3 (Level 9). The event will be highlighted by the likes of Western Sydney University panelists, Dr Armin Alimardani and Dr Jacinta Sassine as well as Professor Philippa Webb KC from the University of Oxford.
	So if this is something right up your alley, you can register right over *here*.
	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
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	EVENTS AND NEWS
	CURRENT ISSUES CONCERNING THE IMPLIED FREEDOM OF POLITICAL COMMUNICATION:
	That title was a mouthful, wasn’t it? Luckily, the event itself could not be further from all that! The one-hour event from 5:15pm-6:15pm on Thursday, September 3rd at the Federal court of Australia will explore recent cases and developments concerning the implied freedom of political communication, including interesting thematic issues such as anonymous political discourse, the notion of pre-existing freedoms, and the relevance of counterfactuals to the implied freedom analysis. The event will be chaired and feature the likes of:
	The Hon Justice Kate Richardson, Supreme Court of New South Wales
	David Hume SC, Sixth Floor Selbourne Wentworth Chambers
	Celia Winnett, Sixth Floor Selbourne Wentworth Chambers
	and Michael Adams, 6 St James Hall.
	It’ll be a busy first week of the month (events-wise), but hope we can have you with us on this rare exploration of constitutional law, public law and contemporary legal issues brought to us by pivotal judicial personnel.

	FAMILY LAW INTERVARSITY MOOT EOIS!
	Brought to you by the WSLSA Competitions Sub-Committee:
	Are you interested in building your advocacy skills and representing Western Sydney University in a competitive legal setting? We are seeking EOIs from students to participate in the Family Law Intervarsity Moot against the University of Wollongong and Australian Catholic University. This will take place on 26–27 September 2026 at the University of Wollongong, Liverpool Campus. Submit your expression of interest here: https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/O2-3CBNqkvfVXWxKRTzfyWh2XLzN?domain=forms.cloud.microsoft
	This is a fantastic opportunity to:
	Develop your legal research and analytical skills
	Enhance your oral advocacy and courtroom presentation abilities
	Gain valuable mooting experience while representing Western Sydney University
	Connect with fellow law students and legal professionals

	Further information regarding team selection, the moot problem, and preparation sessions will be provided shortly.

	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
	01/09/2026

	GAINING PERSPECTIVE: THE IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING A LEGAL MIND
	By: Sarah Al-Nuaymi
	With the emergence of outsourced thinking, this article aims to highlight the importance of developing a legal mind in an era of artificial intelligence. I want to acknowledge that this piece of work has primarily been adapted from my internship research report.
	Community legal centres (CLC’s) are a form of accessible justice that is usually a first point of contact for many. CLC’s are committed to supporting marginalised and low-income everyday Australians in areas of civil, criminal, and family law. With some even having dedicated teams for tenancy and Indigenous legal matters. In my time as an intake officer at the centre, I received a unique call from a client. He had received a sudden notice from restitutions demanding for the full amount in his matter payable in two weeks. He was reasonably shocked as it was originally reduced by 70% and decided to contact us for help in navigating the legal system. At face value it would not seem that we could take his matter on as it is outside of our scope. Upon probing further and viewing this through a money-owed lens, as opposed to criminal, we determined that we could take him on as a client and pursue his case under a new expansion of the Work and Development Orders (WDOs) scheme.
	The scheme was first introduced in 2009 to help alleviate the overwhelm of fines for those meeting the eligibility criteria. The once temporary measure has been made a permanent solution in 2011 due to the over saturation of fines in NSW and even later expanded. This is telling of a deeper systemic inequality that requires more than just an equitable remedy to be addressed by a state that is a billion dollars in fine debt.
	As law students, we are taught that the law embeds itself in all facets of a functioning society to preserve order and promote justice. With the permanence of this initiative reinforcing that, one would think that fine debt since 2011 has been mitigated and that the aforementioned billion is a figure of the past. Well, it’s not. As the debt grew to $1.2 billion in March of this year and is only now stabilising back down to that very same billion from 2022. Now yes, we should examine and understand the many factors the complicate debt management for a state such as NSW, but the focus here is our growth, not that of the state debt.
	I want to turn your attention to the everyday Australian who is working hard for a fair go, they are your future client situated across from you, telling you their story. They rely on us to advocate for them as we have taken up the mantle once we entered this vocation to become future solicitors, barristers, judges, policy advisors and lawmakers. They seek out our service and expertise in navigating the system at the most vulnerable, high-risk moments of their lives. Therefore, it is imperative to make the most of the opportunity we are given as students. In developing our legal minds and honing our skills for analysing precisely what purpose a policy, scheme and legislative authority is trying to introduce.

	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
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	GAINING PERSPECTIVE: THE IMPORTANCE OF DEVELOPING A LEGAL MIND
	It is why when learning the foundations of law, we are first taught legislative principles and statutory interpretation on the onset. We learn that intention is embedded in the law to serve a particular purpose with a holistic aim of improving our society. Our mind is being trained into identifying issue(s) and overlaying a rule that encapsulates the position appropriately, where we, then, apply legal reasoning to analyse the unique facts of a scenario to arrive at a legally sound conclusion.
	WDOs were introduced with the particular purpose of helping disadvantaged Australians work off their debt. They impose a social obligation for the individual to better themself and, by extension, improve our society. Being the first point of contact at the CLC, our client’s issue could have been incorrectly categorised had I not listened carefully and asked the right questions, both to him and to my supervisors. I documented the relevant facts to confirm his eligibility and once I advocated for his matter to be taken on, our team hit the ground running to offer the advice of pursuing a resolution through the WDO program for him.
	This cognitive ability of learning to dissect a scenario will permeate into all aspects of life. It is a fundamental adaptable skill that follows you if you end up practicing law or another field entirely. It is a mental process that critically analyses and discerns to the heart of the problem in pursuit of extracting an actionable legal outcome for the client. That is what a legal mind ought to be. It needs to take everything presented to us by clients and synthesise the fragments of the story into a coherent narrative to distil a legal basis for us to pursue.
	That is the value we bring, the one to pave the future, and one that is so human that it cannot be outsourced nor artificially replicated. Knowing of WDO’s and how they work is only half of what we can bring. They are great for the people they support. But in understanding the “why” of it our current legal system benefits. We can contribute even further as we challenge and develop the policies and mechanisms for the better, for both our client and the everyday Australian.
	Sources:
	https://www.legalaid.nsw.gov.au/my-problem-is-about/fines/work-and-development-orders-wdos
	https://rlc.org.au/news-and-media/rlc-media/unpaid-fines-nsw-reach-1-billion
	https://www.revenue.nsw.gov.au/help-centre/resources-library/statistics/penalty-notice-dashboard
	https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3099195
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	EVENTS AND NEWS
	PATHWAYS IN LAW CONTINUES WITH THE LSNSW:
	Last month’s In-House Practice seminar, meet this month’s Community Legal Practice seminar. A can’t miss for the advocates at heart amongst us. THIS online seminar will be hosted from 12:00pm to 1:00pm on Monday 14th September and features the words and wisdoms of Senior and Principal Solicitors across Sydney’s community legal centres.
	Registrations can be made here: https://www.lawsociety.com.au/events/student-events/pathways-law

	CAREERS AND TRANSITIONS- A RECAP:
	From law school to legal practice, a huge thanks is truly owed to WSLSA’s President, Ahmad Yar Khan, and Mills Oakley partner, Hoda Nahlous. I don’t know about you, but to get some pretty comprehensive insight from who is, “one of the most powerful lawyers in Western Sydney,” was quite the refresher. The evening addressed work culture in firms, parallel lives and the ability to find fulfillment in your work. If you’ve yet to make your LinkedIn profile, consider this your sign. We’re out here living in a wholesome world, and we deserve the best of what we make of it. You’re all doing amazing, whether you’re surviving or thriving.
	Photo credits: Narjas Mohammad

	A SNEEK PEEK INTO NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE
	Next month, we’re bidding farewell to another semester with Careers Night, mooting and plenty of recap and opportunities. Student ingenue will also be highlighted with articles exploring the wonderful world of law.
	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
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	EVENTS AND NEWS
	2026 COMPETITIONS AWARDS NIGHT:
	Early bird spoilers for our October issue! Join us for the WSLSA Competitions Awards Night as we celebrate the students, volunteers, judges and mentors who have contributed to an outstanding year of competitions. The evening will recognise the achievements of competitors across the WSLSA competitions program. We look forward to coming together to reflect on the year, recognise student excellence, and celebrate the continued growth of the WSLSA Competitions Portfolio.

	WHAT’S BEEN MISSED WITH SELF ADVOCACY IN LAW!
	On Tuesday the 25th of August, the WSLSA hosted their Self Advocacy in Law workshop in partnership with the Law Society of New South Wales at Parramatta City Campus. Due to last minute communication, we apologise for anyone who got the word last minute that the venue changed to Level 5, Room 39. And also for the hectic train schedules on that day if that had impacted anyone’s ability to attend. But don’t worry! Plenty more events and opportunities to look out for this semester.
	Nevertheless, students definitely got out of the session a lot about communication and boundaries. Not just in the legal profession but in our own personal lives. Some other highlights to the evening were affirming ourselves as individuals in order to stand up for what we stand for values wise within workplace cultures.  Some massive thanks go to our LGBTQIA+ Inclusion Officer and Ordinary Officer: Suprekshya Pant and Meghna Chethan for all their work on the day.

	A RECAP OF THE FIRST-YEAR HIGH ACHIEVERS AWARD:
	What a night to mark the middle of the final week of August. And congratulations to all award recipients on Wednesday, August 26th! Also worthy of high praise are Justice Kirby himself, and the School of Law, alongside WSLSA volunteers for making such an incredible event possible with your presence and assistance!
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	EVENTS AND NEWS
	OPPORTUNITY TO BE A PART OF THE 2026 WELLBEING GUIDE!
	Breaking news! The WSLSA is currently preparing to produce our inaugural Wellbeing Guide at the end of October, and we’re looking for students across the School of Law (eldest daughters, neurodivergent students, everyone from LLB to JD, first to final years) to provide insight for our articles. If you’d be interested in participating, please contact: publications@westernsydney.edu.au

	HIGHLIGHTS OF THE HWL EBSWORTH PRESENTATION EVENING:
	And another event hosted on the evening of August 25th? That would be the HWL Ebsworth Presentation Evening hosted at Parramatta South Campus inside of the Moot Court. Thanks to our Engagement Director and Ordinary Officer: Suleiman Atrouz and Ahmad Dhaibi, and to HWLE partners; Brendan Noney, Sean O’Donnell and Emily Lucas! There was plenty to have learned from that evening to be sure. Everything from the clerkship application process next year, to the specialising fields practiced by the firm to what makes an ideal candidate and colleague. One thing I definitely got out of it was that your experience levels aren’t the be-all or the end-all. They can hone your communication skills and just simply being modest and humble about who you are and what you stand for whilst owning up to your limitations is enough to smoothen your application and interview process. To everyone engaging and getting their questions out there during the Q&A sessions, can’t wait to hear all about your clerkship and application processes because we definitely had ourselves some prime candidates and future partners at HWLE!

	BEYOND YOUR LAW DEGREE- FROM PLT TO PRACTICE:
	On Thursday, September 3rd, students are invited to attend Beyond your Law Degree at 6:00pm at the Parramatta South Moot Court.
	Hosting ACAP’s Nicholas Lim and Lilly-Rose Saliba from Joseph Grassi + Associates, the evening will be focusing on Practical Legal Training (PLT), admission and the process of starting your legal career.  Don’t worry if you miss out, PLT to Practice will be back next month recapped.
	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
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	EMAILS FROM THE SOL
	MATES SESSIONS FOR FIRST YEAR STUDENTS:
	For all the first-year students reading this wondering how they’re going to feel confident, connected and supported: behold... MATES Mentoring! MATES connects you with experienced student mentors who can share their own university experiences, answer questions and provide guidance (no academic tutoring, check out PASS for that). MATES services include:
	Navigating university life and getting familiar with your campus
	Finding and accessing support services
	Getting involved with campus activities and student life
	Answering questions about the university experience
	Building confidence and a sense of belonging
	Making meaningful connections with other students
	Mentors can be chosen based on your campus, course, interests or lived experiences.
	Plenty of law students who are MATES mentors this semester are the perfect pick for all things law school guidance, events and support right *here*.

	STUDY BUSINESS, LAW AND SOCIETY ABROAD IN 2027!
	In case you missed anything on August 4th, here it is:
	The Acicis Indonesian Business, Law and Society program is currently being offered to students to are interested in undertaking the course in Semester 1 of 2027. What’s in it for you? Well, I say a $15,000 mobility grant and the chance to participate in the commerce of what is projected to be the world’s upcoming 4th largest economy is what. You get your choice of studying business, law, society or all of the above and an optional chance to take on an internship which caters to your field of interest. The program also provides credit to your degree in addition to international networks in your career. Students eligible to receive funding as part of the New Colombo Plan must: not have received two grants before, be an undergraduate student, be an Australian citizen, receive credit for this course and study at an Acicis member university. If you’re reading this, congrats! That’s mostly likely 2/5 things already ticked off. So what are you waiting for? Applications *here* close on September 13th!
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	EMAILS FROM THE SOL
	CALL FOR VOLUNTEER WITNESSES!
	The NSW Bar Association has an exciting opportunity for students this month! They’re looking for student volunteers to participate in their upcoming mock trials on:
	Monday 21st September (4:30pm/5:15pm, both sessions online) AND
	Saturday 26th September (10:00am/1:30pm, both sessions at the Supreme Court of NSW)
	This is a valuable experience to gain exposure with the process of becoming a barrister in NSW, and participating students will be reimbursed with a $50 Westfield gift card for their time.
	Are you up for it? If so, complete the expression of interest form (only if you are available to participate on both days, since last-minute cancellations can jeopardise your chances of participating in the future) by Monday, September 7th.
	EOI form: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=s9tPz81JA0OMm6VKVOjagYK17VcfwtVPojqY5uWJrJxURVgwVktZR09CUjJWWFhUNVRKSVI5TjE3TC4u
	If you have any enquiries, please feel free to reach out to jravi@nswbar.asn.au

	PATHWAYS IN PRO BONO, LEGAL CLINICS & PRACTICE:
	Picture this: it’s Wednesday, August 12th, and you’ve had a busy day, so you didn’t get to check your emails. That means you also didn’t get to hear about the Pathways in Pro Bono event at the Moot Court at Parramatta South on September 16th. Never fear, your monthly email recap is here!  To keep things short and sweet, come round by the Moot Court from 1:00pm-2:00pm if you’re free and hear from Dr Kamran Khalid, Emma Doukakis and Michelle Yang from the WSU Justice Clinic. They’re going to be talking all things legal internships and opportunities.
	This is an opportunity open for all students: JD and LLB, with plenty of chances for networking and conversation after the panel.
	If this has you interested in turning up to the Moot Court on a Wednesday afternoon (the 16th), then registrations can be made through the link: https://events.humanitix.com/jd-workshop-2-wsu-2026
	Western Sydney Law Students’ Association
	01/09/2026


	EMAILS FROM THE SOL
	READY FOR THE CHALLENGE? READY TO GO GLOBAL?
	Thought about making Summer plans already? What about a trip to Indonesia that counts towards your law degree?
	We’re back with yet another announcement all about the Indonesia Law, Governanace and Study Tour!
	This opportunity is open to all law studdents (LLB and JD) who have completed LAWS1003 (Fundamentals of Australian Law) and are welcome to select from the following options:
	A- 14th-30th of November 2026, Study Tour in Jakarta and Yogyakarta
	B-30th of November- 12th of December 2026, Field School and Langauge Training
	If you’re keen to learn more about this exciting opportunity, there will be an information session hosted on Wednesday 16th of October from 12:00pm-1:30pm with an accompanying lunch.
	This is a selective entry program, spots are limited and they’re running out fast. Stay tuned for more details coming your way soon!

	INVITE FOR LAW STUDENTS- JOIN A FOCUS GROUP
	Student Feedback Surverys: You know ‘em, you love ‘em. Especially when you get the chance to earn a $50 gift card for participating. What this means is that you will be participating in a 60-minute Zoom call with four to seven (4-7) other students and reflect on your learning experience to help improve the way Western Sydney University teaches and seeks feedback for said teaching. For each session, you’ll be asked to draw on some key moments both in class and when completing feedback surveys and point out anything that especially stood out.
	Who is eligible to join in? Any WSU student (that means you!). Do you need to have anything prepared? Nope, not at all. Just your perspective and insight. Will you be anonymous? Yes, for sure. Meetings will only be recorded for posterity and no one aside from the meeting facilitator will be able to access the recording.
	It’s simple to sign up. Simply scan the QR code to register your interest!


	CLOSING REMARKS
	Fatmah here, reporting live on what’s been a chilly morning in a Parramatta library. I can’t believe we are only three months away from Summer vacation. All hope is not lost, plenty of upcoming events to pass the time that are currently in the works. For my part, writer’s block is doing a wonderful job keeping me occupied and in my seat in between assessments.
	All of you in the School of Law have been nothing but incredible, constantly setting the bar for our cohort: whether competing in moots, applying for that first big-kid legal job or getting that well-deserved HD. Literally iconic for that!
	If you have any inquiries, please feel free to refer to the following emails on this page.
	If you have any topics or events which relates to law students that you think would be useful to know, contact the Publications Director.
	Until next month,
	Fatmah Al Shamri Publications Director
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