My name is Sandra Rato, and I am a Cairns-based anthropologist and archaeologist organising a community cultural project and event called Humanity Reframed.
 
I am reaching out to introduce the project and to warmly invite your community to be part of this event.
 
Humanity Reframed is a two-day cultural event to be held in Cairns in October 2026.
It brings together storytelling, performance, music, conversation and lived experience to explore one simple idea:
What does it mean to be human?
The event creates a space where people from different cultures, histories and backgrounds can come together to reflect, connect, and share their stories.
 
I have been following the development of the Cairns Chinese Culture & Heritage Centre, and I think it is an incredibly important and meaningful initiative for the region.
The work you are doing preserving cultural heritage, honouring stories across generations, and creating a space for community, learning and connection aligns deeply with the intention of Humanity Reframed.
This project and event is about understanding who we are, where we come from, and how our stories shape our identity something your community has been actively preserving and sharing.
 
I would be honoured to invite your community to be part of the event in a way that feels appropriate and meaningful to you.
Some possible ways you could be involved include:
1. Cultural Performance
1. Traditional or contemporary performance
1. Music, dance, or storytelling
2. Presentation or Cultural Sharing
1. A short presentation sharing:
0. history and heritage of the Cairns Chinese community
0. the significance of preserving cultural memory
0. the vision behind the new Cultural & Heritage Centre
3. Interactive Activation Space
1. A space where audiences can engage with:
0. cultural objects, stories or traditions
0. heritage and identity
0. intergenerational storytelling
4. Panel Discussion Contribution
1. Sharing perspectives on identity, belonging and cultural continuity
 
The event explores questions such as:
Who am I?
Where do I belong?
What am I seeking?
How do I understand myself?
How do I connect with others?
What does it mean to be human?
Your community’s history, stories and lived experience offer a powerful response to these questions — particularly through the lens of heritage, migration, resilience and cultural continuity.
 
I am building strong community involvement and representation and would appreciate your letter of support. 
If you are open to participating, I would also be grateful for:
1. a short letter of support
1. confirmation of your involvement
I have provided a template to make this easy.
 
The event is planned for October 2026, with preparation beginning around July, allowing time to shape your involvement in a way that suits your organisation. All letters of support are due as soon as possible so I can plan the event. 
 
I would truly value the opportunity to include your community in this project and to create a space that reflects the rich cultural diversity and shared humanity of Cairns.
 
 
Thank you for the important work you are doing in preserving culture, history and connection for future generations.
 
 
Please see the template below: 
___________________________________________________________________________________
 
Humanity Reframed Letter of Support 
[Date]
Cairns Regional Council
Re: Letter of Support for Humanity Reframed
To whom it may concern,
My name is [Full Name], and I am a representative of the Cairns Chinese Culture & Heritage Centre / CADCAI.
I am writing to express our support for Humanity Reframed, a two-day cultural event being developed by Sandra Rato.
 
About the Project
Humanity Reframed is a community-focused cultural event that brings together storytelling, creative expression and shared experience to explore identity, belonging and what it means to be human.
 
Our Involvement
Our organisation has been invited to participate in the event through:
☐ Cultural performance (e.g. music, dance or storytelling)
☐ Presentation or cultural sharing
☐ Interactive activation or display
☐ Panel discussion contribution
☐ Other: ___________________________
(please tick or adjust as appropriate)
 
We believe this project provides an important opportunity to:
1. share cultural heritage and stories
1. support understanding across different communities
1. highlight the importance of identity and belonging
Our work in preserving and celebrating Chinese culture and history aligns strongly with the themes of this project.
 
 
We believe Humanity Reframed will:
1. bring people together across cultures
1. encourage reflection and connection
1. celebrate the diversity of the Cairns community
 
 
We are pleased to support Humanity Reframed and welcome the opportunity to be part of this meaningful cultural initiative.
Yours sincerely,
[Full Name]
[Position / Role]
Cairns Chinese Culture & Heritage Centre / CADCAI
[Contact details]
________________________________________________________________
Thank you so much for your time. 
 
Warm regards,
Sandra Rato
Humanity Reframed
sandyrato@gmail.com
0402 045 825

