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Welcome to our Spring Botanic 
News and hope you enjoy all the 
interesting articles and the opportunity 
to partake in the new events. 

The Plant Craft Cottage was one 
of Melbourne’s significant buildings 
featured during the Open House 
weekend. We were very pleased that 
more than 300 visitors came to see 
the cottage and learn of its history. 
As the cottage is used by the Friends 
for all sorts of craft groups there 
were demonstrations of weaving, 
basket making and flower card 
making. We were also pleased that 
more than $2000 worth of craft was 
sold over the weekend. Thank you 
to the craft group volunteers whose 
crafts demonstrations were greatly 
enjoyed by the visitors. The cottage 
was looking vibrant and thriving. It 
has been a long couple of years of 
closures, but we are really getting 
there now, with new members of 
groups, lots of keen new volunteers 
and some really lovely art and crafts to 
sell in the little shop. Our thanks must 
go to its convener, Cathy Trinca, who 
oversaw the whole weekend with such 
energy and enthusiasm.

We have a number of exciting 
events happening this spring. The 
Growing Friends are back in action 
and preparing for the Spring Plant 
Sale which is on the weekend of 
October the 15th-16th on the lawn in 
front of the Glasshouses. The nursery 
is also open every Friday from 9.00 
am-12.00 noon for you to browse and 
plan your planting regime.

If you are a lover of gardening 
books, be sure to attend our pre-
loved book sale which is occurring 
on the same weekend. For more 
information, please visit our website: 
www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org

The Friends are hosting their 16th 
biennial The Art of Botanical Illustration 
exhibition this year at Domain House 
from 16th of September to Sunday 
the 2nd of October. It is indeed an 
achievement as it is 32 years since 
the first exhibition was held by the 
Botanical Illustrators. It coincides 
with the 7th Global Botanic Gardens 
Congress which is being hosted by the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne for 
the five days at the end of September. 
This year’s exhibition is a hybrid with 
artworks displayed at Domain House 
and online as a virtual exhibition. 
The virtual exhibition also includes 
a selection of works from a group 
of European botanical artists who 
have an affiliation with several of the 
Botanical Gardens represented at 
the Congress. Those artists hail from 
Austria, Italy, Germany, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands and Ukraine.

The exhibition should be a feast for 
the eyes. Our thanks go to Sue Foran, 
the Botanic Art Convener, and her 
team for all the work and dedication 
that has gone into organising this 
exciting event. The Whirlies Botanical 
Group has produced “The Acacia 
Project” which is a book showcasing 
rare, endangered or unusual acacias 

that grow in our Gardens. They are 
displaying their works in the Visitors 
Centre so again see the website for 
dates. The original painting and the 
pressed specimens are lodged at the 
Herbarium. We sincerely thank Pam 
McDiarmid as the driving force behind 
the project and the publication.The 
Events Group will also have exciting 
events planned for the Spring so 
please check with the eNews that 
comes out each month or our website.

Now for some exciting news about 
one of our members. Keith Ross 
from the Photography Group and the 
Plant Craft Cottage Gardeners group 
recently appeared on “Gardening 
Australia” television series. Keith 
has an encyclopaedic knowledge 
about plants and has volunteered to 
photograph our seasonal flowering 
plants at the Friends Nursery to 
be used for advertising, plant-of-
the-month features and photos for 
the Botanic News so we are very 
appreciative of this support.

The sad news, though, is that 
Margery Watson has passed away. 
She made a huge contribution to 
the Friends over many years as a 
Plant Craft volunteer and helped with 
membership details. She was also 
a much-loved Royal Botanic Garden 
Guide who was a wonderful mentor 
to new trainees such as myself years 
ago.

We hope you enjoy the Spring 
Botanical News and our thanks go to 
our editor, Beth Quinn, for putting it all 
together for your enjoyment. Lastly, 
my sincere thanks to all our members 
for their continued support for the 
Friends. It is very much appreciated.

Lynsey Poore 
President

Margaret	MacGregor	(1933	-	2021)	
It is with immense gratitude that we acknowledge Margaret MacGregor 

for her recent generous bequest. Margaret was a volunteer in the fledgling 
Friends’ Shop before immersing herself in the role of Executive Officer 
from 1988 to 1993. When she left after six years, the then President of the 
Friends, Sir Rupert Hamer,  bade her farewell in the Spring 1993 Botanic 
News. He praised her “cheerful dedication and efficiency”, adding that “her 
soft Scottish burr” would be missed “in the office and at the Council table.” 
Margaret was conscientious, hardworking, efficient  and greatly valued 
for strengthening the administrative practices and extending the scope of 
the organisation of the Friends. A dedicated, unassuming person, she has 
now made a further contribution to the Friends through her considerable 
donation.

Keith Ross Photo: Beth Quinn
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Importing Endangered Engelmann 
Oaks	during	a	Pandemic 

Lying in trays of seed-raising 
mix in the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne nursery are 99 
unassuming Quercus engelmannii 
acorns. However, they are special 
for the fact that that they are an 
endangered species. It took five 
months of collaboration with the 
Department of Agriculture, Water 
and the Environment and the Los 
Angeles County Arboretum and 
Botanic Gardens (LACBG) to get 
them to Melbourne. More excitingly, 
some have survived transit and 
prescribed biosecurity treatments and 
are starting to germinate. All going 
well, they will be ready to plant in our 
Oak and North American Dryland 
Collections in May 2023.

Importation	Challenges

The Oak Collection within the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne 
(RBGM) dates back to around 1862 
and features numerous venerable, old 
specimens, many of which would have 
been brought into Australia as acorns 
stowed in the pockets or suitcases of 
avid collectors. Others no doubt made 
their way through the postal service 
without impediment. More recently, 
Australia’s stringent biosecurity 
laws have imposed strict controls 
on the importation of seed generally 
and with good reason —who wants 
to accidentally introduce an exotic 
weevil or Khapra Beetle (Trogoderma 
granarium) to our shores? This makes 
obtaining wild-collected material from 
overseas far more complicated and 
time consuming. Importing acorns 
is more complex still as they are 
desiccation sensitive so minimising 
storage and transit time is crucial. 
They must also be fumigated with 
phosphine or undergo cold treatment 
at -18˚C, both of which can add 
another 10 days to three weeks to 
their journey. Given that Quercus are 
recalcitrant species and generally do 
not survive freezing below -10˚C, the 
latter is a high-risk option. The effect 
of phosphine gas on acorns is not 
well documented but has also raised 
concerns. Add in potential disruptions 
to freight services, staff absences due 
to COVID-19 and the busy holiday 
season and you would be forgiven for 

wondering why anyone would attempt 
to bring in acorns during a pandemic!

An	Opportunity	 to	Conserve	Rare	
Oaks:	An	Intersection	of	Projects

For the last three years, my 
colleagues and I have been working 
with San Diego Botanic Garden 
(SDBG) to procure wild-collected 
seed for our North American Drylands 
Collection, in exchange for rare and 
interesting Victorian species. During 
their recent summer and autumn, 
staff from SDBG collected seed from 
11 species on our target list. This wish 
list comprises southern Californian 
plants identified by climate modelling 
as likely to survive Melbourne’s 
projected increase of 3˚C in mean 
annual temperature over the next 
50 years. They are also on the 
Department of Agriculture, Water and 
Environment’s Permitted Seeds list. 
Those not on the list are subject to 
even more stringent import conditions 
and biosecurity measures. 

Among the seed collected by 
SDBG were acorns from two rare 
and endangered shrub oaks. Around 
the same time, our Oak Collection 
curator, Peter Berbee, who, as 
recipient of the Friends’ Trust Fund 
Scholarship, attended in 2018 the 9th 
International Oak Society Conference 
held in California, was offered several 
other endangered species through 
his engagement with the Global 
Conservation Consortium for Oak, of 
which SDBG is a member. Given that 
plant conservation is a priority for the 

RBGV, we jumped at the opportunity to 
import them all. SDBG kindly volunteered 
to gather and forward the acorns from 
the various donor institutions, along 
with their own, however, the LACBG 
had Quercus engelmannii acorns ready 
and waiting to go before the rest. Keen 
to expand the ex-situ conservation of 
this endangered species, a remnant 
population of which features in the 
arboretum, Curator of Living Collections 
Jim Henrich generously proposed that 
he ship them separately, thus began 
our collaboration with LACABG and the 
Department of Agriculture, Water and 
Environment (DAWE).

The	Perils	Facing	Quercus 
engelmannii

Quercus engelmannii is a fascinating 
species. It belongs to an ancient lineage 
of Mexican oaks and has persisted 
from a time when northern Mexico and 
southern California’s climates were 
subtropical and experienced monsoonal 
summer rains. Its range has since 
contracted due to various pressures, 
not least the increasingly long, dry 
summers characteristic of this region’s 
Mediterranean climate. As climate 
change intensifies, Q. engelmannii 
is expected to decline further. Urban 
development, livestock grazing, altered 
fire regimes and pest incursions are also 
responsible for Q. engelmannii death 
and low recruitment levels, resulting 
in its designation as an endangered 
species by the IUCN. While small 
populations remain dotted around Los 
Angeles and Baja California, 95% of the 
remnant trees are found in San Diego 
Country. Luckily, its plight is now well-
recognised and various organisations, 
including LACABG and SDBG, are 
directing their efforts towards both in-
situ and ex-situ conservation.

Navigating	 the	 Acorn	 Importation	
Process

While navigating plant importation 
requirements is no doubt straightforward 
for a seasoned importer, it presented a 
steep learning curve for me. Ensuring 
both state and federal biosecurity 
conditions were met, and that the 
air freight company selected would 
process our precious cargo as quickly 
as possible, involved a great deal of 
research and countless phones calls. 
Slotting this into my core work as a 
horticulturist was more of a challenge 

Quercus engelmannii radicle

from the gardens
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than expected given the time-sensitive 
nature of the task. Thankfully, the 
Plant Division of the Department of 
Agriculture, Water and Environment 
(DAWE) set up a meeting with me to 
explain the importation process for 
small seed lots. Furthermore, they 
kindly offered to facilitate the acorns’ 
treatment and transit on arrival, in 
recognition of the important role 
that botanic gardens play in species 
conservation. A lack of commercial 
operators set up to cold treat small 
parcels meant a special arrangement 
was devised with the Mickleham Post 
Entry Quarantine Facility. Meanwhile, 
in Los Angeles, Jim Henrich 
diligently navigated the phytosanitary 
certification process and Australia’s 
documentary requirements, a first for 
him also.

Surviving	Shipping	and	Biosecurity	
Treatments

In early February, Jim Henrich 
packaged up the acorns and sent 
them on their way, with the hope that 
they wouldn’t end up sweltering in a 
warehouse while awaiting customs 
clearance and transit. Given the 
extended drought in Los Angeles, 
we also feared that a number would 
contain larvae that were undetectable 
to the eye but would render the 
acorn unviable. Fewer acorns are 
produced in dry years, meaning 
they are more likely to host larvae. 
This underscores the importance of 
biosecurity treatments.  In the spirit 

of experimentation, we opted to 
fumigate half with phosphine while 
cold treating the rest. Interestingly, a 
few acorns had begun to germinate 
on arrival at Mickleham, Victoria; they 
were alive but were yet to be frozen. 
Once collected and potted into trays, 
we held our breath. Five months had 
passed since collection and some 
of the acorns rattled when sown, 
suggesting desiccation. After two 
excruciating weeks, we discovered 
bright, healthy radicles emerging 
from several acorns. We have now 
potted up twenty-two and hope that 
a few more will germinate in the 
coming weeks. All were treated with 
phosphine. The frozen acorns show 
no sign of germinating. 

Endgame

Enhancing the climate change 
resilience of our collections and 
increasing our holdings of wild-
collected material, for scientific and 
conservation benefit, are stated 
goals of both our Living Collections 
Plan and Landscape Succession 
Strategy. Quercus engelmannii ticks 
all the plant selection criteria for our 
Oak and North American Drylands 
collections—conservation, education, 
climate suitability and aesthetic 
value. Research suggests that Q. 
engelmannii will flourish with our 
summer storms and higher rainfall. 
As always, we will need to monitor 
for any adverse effects of cooler 
temperatures, great water availability 

and interactions with other critters in 
their new homes. To insure against 
failure and promote their conservation 
more broadly, we intend to share any 
excess seedlings with other well-suited 
botanic gardens. Q. engelmannii is just 
the beginning—now that we have a 
greater understanding of the importation 
process and time commitment involved, 
we hope to continue bringing in rare 
and threatened species, starting with 
the other endangered oaks already on 
offer.

Jo Brennan  
North	American	Drylands	Curator

Photos courtesy of The RGBV
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Spring Plant Sale
When you are reading this issue of “Botanic 
News” there will be only about seven weeks 
until the start of the much-anticipated Growing 
Friends Spring Plant Sale. The event will be 
held on:
Saturday 15 October from 10am till 4pm 
Sunday 16 October from 10am till 3pm
It is therefore worthwhile looking at just a few 
of the many plants which will be available.
Stenocarpus sinuatus (Fire Wheel Tree) is 
a tall but slow growing rainforest tree, from 
northern New South Wales and Queensland, 
which in more southerly regions attains only 
moderate height. It is showy specimen plant 
with dark green leaves and whorls of red/
orange flowers, hence its common name.
Pelargonium reniforme has velvety grey green 
leaves and deep magenta flowers with dark 
purple markings. It is a low upright shrub.
Camellia sasanqua ‘Plantation Pink’ has 
masses of large perfumed single to semi 
double soft pink flowers with yellow stamen. 
It is an upright shrub which is ideal for a tall 
hedge or as an espalier.
Rhododendron ‘Sarah Ormiston’ is a modern 
vireya hybrid. It is a compact shrub which has 
a profusion of pink flowers from late spring till 
autumn. It grows well in a pot and so is suited 
to a balcony or courtyard.
These and many more plants will be available 
for purchase. All sale proceeds go towards the 
ongoing projects of the Friends in support of 
the Gardens. 
Friday	Nursery	Open	Days

While the Growing Friends Nursery is 
open for plant sales, or just browsing on 
Fridays throughout the year, it will be closed 
in preparation of the large Spring Plant Sale 
starting 23 September and will reopen on 11 
November.

Michael	Hare
Convener

Photos:
1. Stenocarpus sinuatus Photo by Michael Hare
2. Pelargonium reniforme Photo by Anne Day
3. Camellia sasanqua Photo by Judy Furkin   
4. Rhododendron Photo by Michael Hare

growing friends
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THE	FRIENDS’	40TH	
ANNIVERSARY GIN 

As the Friends head into 
the final months of our 40th 
anniversary, we have reflected on 
our history and have discovered 
many reasons to raise our 
glasses in good cheer. In order 
to mark this milestone, we have 
partnered with Big Tree Gin 
Distillery to create our very own 
commemorative gin. The sales 
launch of the grapefruit, olive leaf 
and rosemary flavoured gin will 
coincide with The Art of Botanic 
Illustration (TABI) exhibition to be 
held this September. 

The partnership between the 
Friends and the distillery seems 
to be a serendipitous match. Not 
only does Big Tree use locally-
sourced produce for its various 
flavours but its glass bottles are 
adorned with flora and fauna 
artwork, which instantly harkens 
to the paintings of the Friends’ 
botanical illustrators. In fact, one 
of the Friends’ botanical artists 
and tutors, David Reynolds, was 
selected to create the label for the 
commemorative gin.  

The Friends had previously 
partnered with Big Tree to host 
two online events during TABI 
2020 and an afternoon lunch at 
their Macedon Ranges distillery in 
April 2021. Due to the success of 
these events, it was a natural fit 
to form a partnership to create a 
commemorative gin. 

After some experimenting and 
tweaking of flavours, the distillery’s 
owners, Catherine Crothers 
and Gary Jago, decided on the 
Mediterranean-inspired mixture. 
This will be the first time that 
they have used grapefruit instead 
of the commonly-used orange.  
Catherine has described the gin 
as a “bright citrusy effervescent 
flavor.” She feels that people who 
love grapefruit and grapefruit 
cocktails will enjoy this gin. 

As usual, the ingredients were 
locally sourced with olive leaf from 

their farm’s orchard, the rosemary 
from their garden and the grapefruit 
from a supplier in Hampton.

David Reynolds was able 
to bring his background as a 
commercial graphic designer and 
experience in product labeling to 
create a piece of fine art within 
the confines of the dimensions 
of the bottle. Its unique tapered 
shape required a little bit of 
engineering to get the artwork to 
fit on the bottle. It was a multi-
layered process of penciling a 
rough design, mocking up images 
onto the bottle, to the final stage of 
painting the watercolour artwork. 

As David had a very tight 
deadline of less than two weeks, 
it was fortuitous that he was also 
accustomed to working under 
pressure when he was given the 
assignment at the end of December 
of last year. Since the bottles are 

made in France, it was imperative 
that the manufacturer receive the 
label by mid-January 2022 in order 
for them to be delivered in time for 
the TABI exhibition. 

Despite the design and time 
challenges, David’s creation is a 
creative interplay of a natural scene 
and a retail object. The striking 
label features a red honeyeater 
and banksia, both of which can be 
found around the Macedon region. 
As with all its decorative bottles, 
Big Tree hopes that the Friends’ 
commemorative bottle will be kept 
and re-purposed, perhaps as a 
vase, well after the gin is gone. 

Big Tree has generously offered 
to cover all financial costs of 
producing the gin. The Friends 
will receive $10 from the sale of 
each bottle. The gin will be on 
sale during TABI exhibition and 
various Friends’ events throughout 
the year and is available to order 
by https://bigtreedistillery.com.
au/products/grapefruit-olive-leaf-
rosmary-gin-700ml

Beth Quinn 
Editor

The label for the Big Tree Distillery Friend’s Commemorative Gin

 Artist David Reynolds painting the label’s 
artwork

Photos courtesy of David Reynolds 

digging deeper 
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne Trust Fund (the 
Trust) was established at the instigation 
of the Friends of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne Inc. in 1986. The 
Trust’s stated objective is “for the 
purpose of conserving, protecting and 
fostering the development of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens (RBG) Melbourne as 
a museum of living plants and for the 
purposes of the RBG and the National 
Herbarium of Victoria generally”. 
Since its establishment, the Trust has 
distributed more than $1.75 million to 
the RBG.

Distributions to the Gardens are 
considered by a Grants Committee 
which consists of representatives of 
the RBG, the Friends Council and the 
Trustees of the Trust Fund. Whilst the 
Trust makes grants to fund RBG capital 
works and research, an additional key 
area of support is the annual provision 
of RBG staff scholarships. In thanking 
the Friends for the scholarship funding 
provided by the Trust in 2022, the 
Director of the Gardens, Prof. Tim 
Entwisle, noted that the scholarship 
funding strengthens the relationship 
between the Friends and RBG staff. 

Criteria have been established 
to determine scholarship recipients, 
including that the scholarship should 
assist the career of the recipient whilst 
also supporting the development of 
the RBG. Applicants are required 
to provide details in relation to the 
background, purpose and nature of 
the proposed scholarship project. 

The Trust is pleased to provide the 
following scholarships:

Renee Wierzbicki, Horticulturalist, 
was granted funds to undertake 
History of Healing course at 
Endeavour College of Natural Health. 
She is the Curator of the Herb and 
Medicinal Collection (H&M) at the 
Melbourne Gardens which is due for 
redevelopment in the current RBGV 

masterplan. Participation in the course 
will assist in starting the plant selection 
process for the H&M redevelopment, 
with a better understanding of the 
ethnobotanical medicinal uses of 
plants from cultures around the world, 
and help to establish a framework for 
what makes a species medicinally and 
ethnobotanically important.

Carolyn Shurey, Learning Facilitator, 
received funding for a six-month 
training course in the field of Forest 
Therapy, a practice that promotes 
healing and wellness in natural 
environments. Course participation 
will allow Carolyn to undertake an 
assessment of the Gardens current 
Health and Wellbeing programs and 
explore new program offerings. 

Claire Mosley, Learning Facilitator, 
received funding to attend the 
National Australian Association for 
Bush Adventure Therapy Symposium. 
The seminar  explores the diverse 
ways outdoor environments can be 
used to achieve therapeutic outcomes 
and will enhance understanding of the 
cross over between nature, therapy 
and education.

Menaka Collure, Finance Officer, 
received funding for a Digital Finance 
micro-credentialed course from CPA 

Australia. The course is designed 
to explore the skills and knowledge 
necessary to deal with finance and 
accounting in a digital world. The 
benefit to the Gardens includes the 
potential to find innovative solutions 
for system enhancements. 

Lisa Wedmore, Executive Assistant, 
was awarded funds to participate in 
an undergraduate course in Writing, 
Editing and Publishing at Curtin 
University. Completion of the course 
will enhance her writing and editing 
skills, incorporate Australian standards 
to produce RBGV publications and 
ensure the application of copyright law 
when producing and editing content.

Congratulations to the scholarship 
recipients.

Will	Jones	 
Chairman 

Friends	of	the	Royal	Botanic	
Gardens Melbourne Trust Fund 

All photographs by Roy Port

Renee Wierzbicki Claire Mosley 

Menaka Collure 

Carolyn Shurey 

Lisa Wedmore 

trust fund
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The Friends of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Melbourne are hosting the 
16th biennial The Art of Botanical 
Illustration (TABI) exhibition from 
17 September to 2 October 2022.  
Australia’s premier botanical art 
exhibition will showcase a wide 
range of professionally selected 
artworks from local, interstate and 
internationally respected botanical 
artists.

This year’s exhibition is a hybrid, 
with artworks physically displayed 
at Domain House and Gallery in 
Dallas Brooks Drive, Melbourne, and 
online as a virtual exhibition. TABI 
2020’s success as a virtual exhibition 
during Covid-19 restrictions inspired 
this year’s organising committee to 
again exhibit beautiful artworks online 
to a wider national and worldwide 
audience.

TABI 2022 will be a special 
exhibition as one of the highlights 
of the Friends’ 40th anniversary 
celebrations this year. It also coincides 
with the 7th Global Botanic Gardens 
Congress which is being hosted by 
the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria 
for five days at the end of September. 
The Friends are delighted to have 
been invited to have TABI included as 
part of the Congress’ cultural program. 
In that capacity, we are hosting a 
virtual exhibition of artworks from a 
group of European botanical artists 
who have an affiliation with several 
of the botanic gardens represented at 
the Congress.  

The Vienna School of Botanical 
Illustration, established in 2017, 
collaborates with international 
botanical art groups to support the 
continuing development of botanical 
illustration. We have enjoyed working 
with Monika Kiehn, Vice President of 
the Vienna School, who coordinated 
the artworks from these European 
artists to bring this unique exhibition to 
fruition. We are delighted to welcome 
and exhibit artworks of fellow botanical 
artists from Austria, Netherlands, Italy, 
Germany, Switzerland and Ukraine.

Botanical illustration is an exacting 
artform which bridges art and science. 
It creates beauty and communicates 
ecological awareness through 
capturing the delicate intricacies of 
nature. It takes considerable time 
and a deep connection with nature 
to accomplish these works. It is a 
meditative process for many artists. 

In her submission, Natalia Kupchyk 
from Kyiv, Ukraine said, ‘What is 
drawing for me? It is my air. Nature 
inspires me, and watercolour gives me 
strength to live day by day and to be 
happy on earth. I paint nature. Nature 
is perfect, it has no flaws.’  These 
sentiments so clearly encapsulate the 
importance of nature and creative 
pursuits like botanical illustration 
to enrich our world, no matter our 
circumstance.

We invite you to visit The Art of 
Botanical Illustration either in-person 
at Domain House and Gallery or online  
http://tabi.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/ 
and enjoy this celebration.  It provides 
the opportunity to view and appreciate 
the diversity of approaches artists Magnolia x soulangeana by David Reynolds Araucaria heterophylla by Joanne Knott

employ in this exquisite artform.

Original artworks included in the 
main exhibition are available for 
sale and profits support Melbourne’s 
treasured Royal Botanic Gardens and 
the National Herbarium of Victoria.  

Accompanying artworks included in 
the virtual exhibition from the Global 
Botanic Gardens Congress’ affiliates 
form a discrete part of the TABI online 
experience.  These works are exhibited 
for your pleasure and appreciation but 
are not available for sale. 

We appreciate and acknowledge 
the generous contributions of our 
sponsors, Bed Bath n’ Table, Metro 
Creative Projects, Kyneton Old 
Rectory, Eckersley’s Art and Craft. 

Sue Foran
FRBGM	Botanic	Art	Convener	

Wendy	Milsom
On	behalf	of	the	TABI	2022	

Committee	

Punica granatum by Dianne Emery

TABI exhibition
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Editor’s Note: At the Friends’ 
Volunteer Tea held in May, Chris 
Cole, Director of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens Melbourne, gave a very 
insightful and compelling speech 
on volunteerism which pertains to 
men as well as women. After he 
reflected on his personal volunteer 
experiences, Chris shared his 
thoughts as per the following 
excerpt.

‘With busy lives, not to mention 
navigating the impacts of the 
pandemic of the past two plus 
years, it may be a significant 
challenge to consider becoming, 
or continuing to be a volunteer. 
However, the advantages of 
volunteering are tremendous. 
Volunteering can assist you 
with discovering companions, 
associate with a network, build 
on or find a passion, learn new 
aptitudes, and develop your skills 
and knowledge.

Volunteering can likewise help 
safeguard your psychological and 
well-being and I can’t think of a 
better location to do this than in 
the surrounds of the beautiful 
Melbourne Gardens. It can also 
keep you intellectually animated 
and give a feeling of purpose 
and direction. Research confirms 
that the more you volunteer, the 
more advantages you’ll encounter, 

volunteering doesn’t need to 
include a drawn-out responsibility, 
or take a tremendous amount of 
time out of your busy day. Giving, 
in even the simplest way can help 
individuals and organisations, and 
improve one’s psychological well-
being in the process.

One of the most significant 
advantages of volunteering is the 
effect on the place and the network 
of people that visit or use the facility. 
Volunteering allows you to work 
together with like-minded people 
and increase the diversity and 
richness of the place and its value 
to others. In any event, assisting 
with the smallest undertakings can 
have a real effect on the lives of 
people and the place you devote 
your energies to. 

Volunteering is a two-way road: 
it can profit you and your family as 
much as the reason you decide 
to help. Devoting your time as a 
volunteer encourages you to make 
new companions, help grow the 
organization, and lift your social 
interactions.

Volunteering offers you the 
chance to rehearse and build up 
your social abilities, since you 
are meeting consistently with 
a gathering of individuals with 
common interests. When you have 
energy, it’s simpler to connect 

and make more companions 
and contacts. It also builds self-
assurance and your function as a 
volunteer can offer you a sense of 
pride and character and a knowing 
that your efforts are contributing to 
a greater Mission and Vision.

Volunteering gives a feeling of 
direction. Sometimes it can help 
you discover new importance and 
course in your lives by helping 
other people. It’s a fact that more 
established volunteers will in 
general walk more, think that 
it’s simpler to adapt to ordinary 
undertakings, and have better-
thinking abilities. 

Ultimately, volunteering can 
assist you with getting involved with 
your territory of interest and meet 
individuals in the field. Volunteering 
offers you the chance to rehearse 
significant abilities utilized in the 
work environment, for example, 
cooperation, correspondence, 
critical thinking, venture arranging 
and task completion.

As we all know, behind each 
volunteer and volunteer sub-group 
are the facilitating tasks done by 
the volunteer organisation. With 
the organisation’s network and 
expertise, volunteers can identify 
opportunities and acquire the 
necessary skills to grow and fulfil 
their potential. 

As volunteers would know 
best, giving is a greater blessing 
than receiving. Everyone can be 
a volunteer in their daily life by 
helping others anytime, anywhere. 
It can be as simple as offering your 
helping hand to the elderly next 
door, giving professional advice to 
charitable organisations, or simply 
assisting in whatever capacity you 
can. 

Volunteers do make a lot 
of difference. The magnificent 
Melbourne Friends are a shining 
example of this.’

Volunteer Tea Photo: Roy Port

volunteers



Spr ing 2022  Botan ic  News   11

 
The whimsical nature of the 

title and the cover illustration 
immediately establish that this 
book is not a dry treatise on 
plant taxonomy or public space 
management. It is the energetic 
memoir of a respected botanist, 
broadcaster and administrator, 
recounting the events, influences, 
experiences and decisions 
that brought Tim Entwisle 
to the directorship of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Victoria. 

With a taxonomist’s eye 
for detail, he meticulously 
describes his childhood 
and youth in rural and 
suburban Victoria and 
the intertwined paths that 
led him to his current 
position. What began as 
“an interesting diversion,” 
led him to become a 
world-renowned authority 
on Australian freshwater 
algae. Broadening his 
botanical scope, he spent 
several years compiling 
with colleagues, the four 
volume, “Flora of Victoria”. 
He championed the idea of 
abandoning the European 
designation of seasons; 
proposing a system more 
suited to the Australian 
climate. Meanwhile, he 
made forays into print journalism, 
radio broadcasting and public 
lectures.

After working his way up 
through the career structure as a 
botanist in Melbourne, Tim went 
on to become executive director 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Sydney. It was there that he honed 
his managerial skills. He fronted 
and defended controversial policy 
decisions, most famously the 
contentious removal of a number 
of aged Moreton Bay Figs. 
This conflict escalated into an 
acrimonious law suit, resulting in 
the right to remove the trees being 

upheld. His return to Melbourne 
as director of the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Victoria, came after a 
less eventful two-year stint as 
the, quaintly named, Director of 
Conservation, Living Collections 
and Estates at Kew Gardens. 

Unapologetically satisfied with 
his successes and unabashed 

in adversity, proud of his “lack 
of gravitas”, driven by ambition 
and curiosity, Tim embraced his 
new role back in Melbourne. 
He passionately addresses the 
question of what the role of botanic 
gardens is, and should be, in 
modern society. He also ponders 
the criteria that make one botanic 
garden more successful than 
another. With this in mind, Tim 
has travelled extensively across 
the continents visiting botanic 
gardens of all hues. In 2020, he 
assumed the role of president of 
the International Association of 
Botanic Gardens.

In his memoir, Tim outlines 
his bold, sweeping vision for the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Victoria 
as “nature, science and culture” in 
an aesthetically pleasing setting, 
not as “a passive green space.” 
Indeed, under his tenure, the 
gardens are a hub of plant science 
research and conservation, 

horticulture, preparation 
for and adaptation to 
climate change, water 
conservation, education, 
leisure and entertainment. 
Moreover, he advocates 
that the considerable 
expertise found within 
this hub should not be 
confined within the garden 
fence, as witnessed by 
the active involvement 
in the landscaping under 
the elevated Caulfield to 
Dandenong railway line.

Management of 
botanic gardens requires 
a pragmatic approach, a 
thick skin yet sensitivity, 
the ability to negotiate 
and compromise, 
whilst confronting new 
challenges, a capacity for 
innovation at all levels 
without erasing heritage. It 
also involves considerable 
energy and talent in 
fund raising and budget 

balancing. The director has to 
have one eye on a nostalgic past 
and the other on pathways to a 
viable future. To this end, original 
infrastructure and plantings are 
respected and maintained whilst 
plans are underway to re-house 
the National Herbarium, with its 1.5 
million preserved plant species, in 
an ambitious new construction to 
be renamed the Nature Science 
Precinct.

Rachel	Michel 
Contributing	Writer

Evergreen:	The	Botanical	Life	of	a	Plant	Punk	By	Tim	Entwisle

Tim Entwisle’s Book
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events

4 & 8 SEPT   The	Gardens’	Rare	and	Endangered	
Wattles
After viewing the Acacia Project in the Visitor 
Centre, explore the Gardens with Mali Wilson to 
seek out our national floral emblem.

11	 SEPT	 &	 22	 NOV	 	 	 Plant	 Craft	 Cottage	
Gardens
Lesley McCann will walk you through the cottage’s 
gardens which she and other Friends volunteers 
have worked tirelessly to rejuvenate.

18 & 24 SEPT	 	 	 Tour	 of	 The	Art	 of	 Botanical	
Illustration exhibition
One of our botanical illustrators will lead a visit to 
this year’s TABI exhibition. 

21	OCT			The	Ian	Potter	Foundation	Children’s	
Garden
Explore the magical and educational Children’s 
Garden with guide Lorraine Brock.

10	NOV			Historic	Buildings	of	the	Gardens
Join Cathy Trinca on a tour showcasing the 
Gardens’ significant buildings and structures.

Insiders’	Walk

28 SEPT   Inspiring	English	Garden	Designs
Explore the 2022 Chelsea Garden Show and a 
selection private and public English gardens with 
landscape designer Kate Seddon.

11	OCT   Small	Eucalypts
Chloe Foster will discuss the varieties of small 
eucalypts that are available to consumers and how 
to choose the right one for your garden. 

12	 OCT   Pest	 Repellent	 Herbs	 and	 Other	
Organic	Solutions 
Penny Woodward will discuss how to create a 
garden that is a haven of growth and balance in 
the presence of pests.

25	OCT   Celebrating	Eucalyptus	Oil
June Valentine will talk about the amazing 
properties and uses of eucalyptus oil, considered 
one of Australia’s natural wonders.

16	NOV   Orchid	Reintroductions
Dr Noushka Reiter will talk about the successful 
RBGV Orchid Conservation Program.

18	NOV   Beautiful Begonias
Begonia enthusiast Marilyn Watson will provide 
insight and advice into collecting and growing 
these lovely plants.

Talks	in	the	Gardens

Crafts	for	Kids
Bring your kids or grandkids 
to the Plant Craft Cottage 
for some fun and fabulous 
botanical-themed craft 
activities for you to enjoy 
together.

23 Sept   Fantastic Friends
29 Sept   Botanical Crafts

22	Oct			Meg	Bentley’s	Gruyere	Estate
Meg Bentley will guide us through her 
gorgeous hillside garden in the Yarra Valley.

23	Oct			Orchid	Ramble	
Join Orchid expert and enthusiast Neil 
Anderton to explore the 1000-
hectare site which is home to approximately 
50 species of native orchids.

27	Oct			Gippsland Gardens
Spend the day exploring some of the region’s 
best gardens including Country Farm 
Perennials. 

24	Nov		Gin	&	Macedon	Gardens	Day
Come and explore beautiful gardens at 
Macedon including a fabulous lunch at Big 
Tree Distillery.

Garden Tours & Rambles
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events

15 SEPT    Botanical	Time	Capsules:	Connecting	People	
and Plants Through Time
Alison Vaughan, Manager Collections, will talk about the 
Herbarium collection as part of a global collaboration that has 
documented changes in biodiversity across generations.

4	OCT		 English Gardens #3
Cathy Trinca showcases more of her favourite English gardens 
and celebrates two important garden designers, Beth Chatto 
and Vita Sackville West.

8	NOV	Northern	Ireland	Private	Gardens	#2
Cathy Trinca guides us through some of Northern Ireland’s 
magnificent estates including Mount Stewart, the neo-classical 
masterpiece.

1 to 11 SEPT   The	Acacia	Project
An exhibition illustrating the RBGM’s rare, endangered and 
unusual wattles. 

17	SEPT	to	2	OCT	  The	Art	of	Botanical	Illustration	(TABI)	
Exhibition
Be sure to visit Australia’s premier botanical art exhibition 
which will be held at Domain House and Gallery as well as 
online.

7	OCT   Spring Morning Tea
Celebrate the season with us as we listen to Jane Edmanson 
OAM talk about plants that make our lives happy.

15	&	16	OCT			 Growing Friends Spring Plant Sale
Our semi-annual sale offers unique plants for your personal 
garden.

15	&	16	OCT   Pre-Loved	Book	Sale
Take advantage of th is opportunity to purchase wonderful 
gardening books which were previously owned but in good 
condition. Book donations welcomed prior to sale

Talking	Online

Special	Events

Plant	Craft	Cottage	Workshops
24 SEPT			Colourful	Coiling	Basketry
In this workshop conducted by Vicki Fowler, you’ll learn the 
fundamentals of hand stitching around a core whilst adding 
various colours and textures.

25 SEPT 		Macramé	Wall	Hanging
Come weave, wrap and macramé a bold statement flower with 
Oz Demirhan of Lennon+me.

1	OCT			Australian	Native	Wreath
You’ll learn the craft of creating a paper wreath with Louise 
Leymour of PaperLab.

5	NOV   Random	Weaving	Basketry	
Jodie Goldring will help beginners create a contemporary 
basket using the modern basketry technique of random 
weaving.

6	NOV   Paper Poppies
Let Louise Seymour of Paperlab help you create paper 
poppies using natural materials.

12	NOV			NatureKit
During this three-hour workshop, Melbourne Polytechnic 
horticulture teacher Chloe Foster will provide novice users an 
overview of NatureKit, DELWP’s new online biodiversity portal.

26	NOV		 Dried	Botanical	Holiday	Wreath
Create a natural wreath made with native Australian trimmings 
and no artificial structural materials.

27	NOV		 Holiday	Cards
Handmake your own greeting cards by gel printing, guided by 
Lucy Wilk and Rebecca Garfield.

For more information on any of these events, 
please visit the Friends’ website: www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org
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Botanical Illustration is a 
specialised and exacting artform 
dedicated to the scientifically accurate 
depiction of plants. Historically, 
botanical illustration has had a role in 
medical and horticultural identification 
processes.  Over time, it has evolved to 
include a more creative artform which 
bridges the boundaries between art 
and science, with artworks depicted in 
an aesthetically unique and personal 
way.

In 1990, the Friends of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens Melbourne (RBGM) 
invited Anita Barley, a tutor at the 
Burnley Horticultural College and 
botanical illustrator at the National 
Herbarium of Victoria, to run botanical 
illustration classes.  This group 
of artists formed the Friends’ first 
Botanical Illustrators Group. 

The group’s founding members, 
led by Louise Coronel as foundation 
convener, held the inaugural The Art 
of Botanical Illustration exhibition 
(TABI) in September 1992. The 
exhibition of 140 artworks, from 30 
local botanical artists, was held in 
Mueller Hall in the RBGM. It provided 
the opportunity to publicly promote 
the talents of these artists and the 
role of botanical illustration as an 

intrinsic element of the scientific and 
horticultural identification process.  
The TABI exhibition has been held 
biennially ever since.

Since its inception more than 30 
years ago, the Friends’ botanical 
art program has developed into a 
comprehensive and highly-acclaimed 
one. During that time, Anita Barley 
and many world-renowned botanical 
illustrators, including Celia Rosser, 
Jenny Phillips and Margaret Stones 
contributed, guided, and shared 
their experience with amateur and 
professional botanical artists. More 
recently, many highly regarded and 
internationally recognised tutors, 
including Dianne Emery, Mali Moir, and 
John Pastoriza Piñol have ensured 
the art classes offered by the Friends 
are of world-class standard.

The Friends currently offer online 
and in-person botanical art classes 
and workshops, making the lessons 
accessible to students who have a 
wide range of skill levels and who 
reside anywhere in the country, or the 
world.

The Botanical Illustrators eventually 
found a home for many years in the 
Whirling Room of the Melbourne 

Observatory Weights and Measures 
Building. Those founding members 
became known as the Whirlybirds. 
This non-tutored group is now 
affectionately called The Whirlies. 
Artists in this group are all very 
experienced botanical artists. Some 
members have won internationally 
acclaimed medals at the Royal 
Horticultural Society Exhibition in 
London while others have gone on to 
teaching botanical illustration.

The Whirlies have participated 
in several projects. The first being 
paintings of oaks; and the second, 

Eucalyptus erythrocorys  
by Marta Salamon

Pumpkin by Sue Stuart

40th Anniversary TABI History
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paintings of the eucalypts in the 
RBGM.  Works from these projects 
are in the State Botanical Collection 
held in the National Herbarium 
of Victoria.  In 2018, the Whirlies 
published “Alphabotanical”, a book 
featuring Australian native plants from 
A to Z.  Following its success, “The 
Acacia Project” was undertaken.  This 
endeavor involved a close association 
with botanists at the Herbarium 
and RBGV horticultural staff.  The 
publication depicts and describes rare 
and endangered acacias growing in 
the Gardens.  All paintings of the 
acacias have been donated to the 
State Botanical Collection.  Proceeds 
of the sale of both books are donated 
to the Friends with the money raised 
from sale of the “The Acacia Project” 
directed to research on acacias 

Since the inaugural The Art of 
Botanical Illustration exhibition, TABI 
has become the most prestigious 
botanical art exhibition in Australia and 
a highlight of the botanic art calendar 
for botanical artists and collectors alike. 
The exhibition attracts artworks from 
local and international professional 
and experienced botanical artists. The 
artworks included in TABI are selected 
by an expert panel against strict 
criteria. This ensures all artworks are 
of the highest standards and are both 
botanically accurate and aesthetically 
pleasing.  

The prestigious Celia Rosser Medal 
for Botanical Art is awarded at each 
TABI exhibition to a recipient whose 
artwork exhibits both scientific accuracy 
and superior artistic excellence. The 
Friends first introduced the medal 
in 2002 to commemorate Celia 
Rosser’s significant achievements 
and noteworthy contribution as a 
botanical artist. It acknowledges her 
commitment to the creation of “The 
Banksia”, a three-volume body of 
work of international importance. The 
award has been named after her with 
the intention of reflecting her many 
achievements. 

The Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Melbourne possess one of the finest 
collections of botanical art in the world. 
This collection of art together with 
dried plant specimens and library is 
part of the State Botanical Collection, 
which is housed in the National 

Acknowledgement to historical 
information from Amanda Ahmed, 
Pam McDiarmid and Merle McIntyre. Banksia by Dawn Price

Euc marcocarpa by Fiona McKinnon

Herbarium of Victoria. Each year a 
selection of artworks is purchased 
from TABI for inclusion in the State 
Botanical Collection.  

All artworks included in the TABI 
exhibition are for sale and attract 
collectors worldwide. Profits are used 
to support the Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne.  

Sue Foran  
Botanic	Art	Convener

Pam Habersberger  
Whirlies		

40th Anniversary TABI History
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Herbarium 

One of the great thrills of working 
with the botanical specimens housed 
in the National Herbarium of Victoria is 
that you never know what you’re going 
to find. While data basing specimens 
from Caryophyllaceae last year, Luke 
Vaughan, from the Foreign Collection 
Project, came across some intriguing 
specimens depicting different stages 
of seedling growth. After discussing 
the specimens with colleagues, it 
turned out there are several more 
seedling specimens presented in the 
same way in other families.

Dating from 1913, they are part of a 
series called Phanerogamenkeimlinge, 
or “Spermatophyte seedlings”, from  
Anna d. Selmons’ Botanischer  
Versandhaus (“Botanical Mail Order  
Company” – translated from German), 
in Friedenau near Berlin, Germany. 
Botanischer Versandhaus was 
a subscription service that sent 
herbarium specimens of seedlings 
of commonly cultivated plants from 
Berlin to major botanic institutes, 
gardens and herbaria around the 
world to supplement their existing 
herbarium collections. The collections 
feature printed labels with information 
on where and when the seeds were 
collected, where and when they were 
sown, and four successive collections 
of seedlings showing different stages 
of development.

Though seedling specimens 
are relatively uncommon within 
the herbarium collection, they are 
an incredibly useful aid for plant 
identification. Sometimes it is 
straightforward to tell two taxonomic 
groups apart on morphology alone. 

A mature Eucalyptus tree with hard 
leaves and dry fruit has obvious 
differences to a fruiting tomato plant 
with soft leaves and fleshy fruit. 
Buds, flowers and fruits are often 
key characters for identifying taxa 
and, for this reason, most herbarium 
specimens include features associated 
with plant reproduction only found 
on mature plants. While reproductive 
characters from mature plants can aid 
identification, they’re not much help if 
you’re trying to identify a seedling or 
juvenile plant, which can often look very 
different to mature plants of the same 
species. Herein lies the great value of 
this set of seedling specimens, which 
continues to be uncovered as more of 
the collection is databased.

Twenty-five of Anna Selmons’  

Phanerogamenkeimlinge specimens 
have been found so far in the 
Global Collection of plants in the 
National Herbarium of Victoria, with 
much of the collection still to be 
catalogued. Some examples are 
Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculentum), 
Thorn Apple (Datura stramonium), 
Aztec Tobacco (Nicotiana rustica), 
Hemp (Cannabis sativa), Nigella 
(Nigella damascena), and Alpine 
Poppy (Papaver alpinum)  – commonly 
cultivated plants, many with medicinal, 
food or other economic uses. While 
these specimens do not have the 
typical features of a herbarium sheet, 
with buds, flowers and fruit, they are 
of distinct scientific value as a useful 
reference tool in identifying immature 
plants.

Seedling specimens are especially 
valuable as a reference tool for 
horticulturalists to use when identifying 
plants during their early stages of 

growth. Many gardeners who grow 
plants from seed would know it can be 
helpful to identify seedlings early so 
desirable plants can be supported and 
undesirable plants removed before 
time and energy are invested or 
before they spread seed and become 
problematic!

Some plants in the Australian 
bush can be tricky to identify without 
juvenile foliage. Among Eucalyptus, 
a genus of more than 900 species, it 
is common for multiple species with 
similar appearance to be growing 
in the same habitat. The unique 
shape, attachment and colour of 
juvenile foliage can help to distinguish 
different species. The type specimen 
(specimen on which the species 
description is based) of Eucalyptus 
alligatrix, a 30 m tall tree described in 
1991, is a specimen in the herbarium 
that includes both mature and juvenile 
foliage on the same herbarium 
sheet. Note how the adult leaves are 
petiolate, lanceolate and alternate and 
the juvenile leaves are sessile, broadly 
ovate and opposite. RBGV’s own 
VicFlora (https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.
au/) showcases exemplar herbarium 

1

2

3
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Herbarium

Figure 1: Trifolium incarnatum (crimson clover) seedlings. “Keimlinge” [=Seedlings].
Figure 2: Close up of juvenile leaves.
Figure 3: Example of Anna d. Selmons’ Botanisches Versandhaus label. Nigella damascena, “Semina: VIII. 1911. Biledjik, Anatolien. N. 
Fikrian” [=seeds collected in Bilecik, Turkey. “Ser.” [=Sown] 18th of April 1912, “Leg.” [=Collected] on the 29th of April and the 10th, 15th 
and 22nd of May, 1912. 
Figure 4: Nigella damascena (left); and Figure 5: Cannabis sativa (right). Displaying seedlings in order of development highlights the 
elements that demarcate groups of plants. The first collections appear quite similar in many species, with a pair of small, rounded 
cotyledons (in dicots, the first two leaves from the embryo of the seed), only becoming distinct once the first set of true leaves appear, 
then beginning to differ more significantly as the consecutive sets of true leaves with more distinct shapes become visible.
Figure 5: Type specimen of Eucalyptus alligatrix (MEL 2398210).
Figure 6: Advertisement for Anna Selmons’ Phanerogamenkeimlinge from Allg. Bot. Z. Syst. Jahrg. 19: 32 (1913) [=General botanical 
journal for systematics, floristry, plant geography, etc.] recommends Series I, II, and III subscription to major botanical institutes, listing 
some of the species included, and noting the particular care taken to avoid damaging the specimens when posted around the world. 
Figure 7: Close up of adult leaf. 

specimens of Eucalyptus and Acacia, including juvenile 
plants, to provide an invaluable visual reference for the 
research community and the public.

While seedling and juvenile specimens are not that 
common in the herbarium, the morphological characters 
they display can be key elements in the identification, 
naming and classification of plants. They are important in the 
way they highlight differences between taxonomic groups 
and how they can show different stages in development 
from seed to mature plant. Anna Selmons’ specimens are 
not only a useful tool, but an important historical artifact 
that shows the resourcefulness of a woman from Berlin 
and a unique botanical business that reached people 
and institutions around the world, including the National 
Herbarium of Victoria.

Luke	Vaughn 
Database	Officer	at	the	National	Herbarium	of	Victoria	

Images	courtesy	of	the	RGBV
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Anon. (1913) Botanische Anstalten, Vereine, 
Tauschvereine, Exsiccatenwerke, Reisen usw. 
Allgemeine Botanische Zeitschrift für Systematik, Floristik, 
Pflanzengeographie etc. 19: 32 Brooker, M.I.H.; Slee, 
A.V. (1996). ‘Eucalyptus’. In: Walsh, N.G.; Entwisle, T.J. 
(eds), Flora of Victoria Vol. 3, Dicotyledons Winteraceae to 
Myrtaceae. Inkata Press, Melbourne.   
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After two years of closure, we at long 
last opened the Plant Craft Cottage 
(PCC) for Open House Melbourne 
(OHM) on the last weekend in July. 
Due to Lightscape, the Melbourne 
Gardens were shutting at 3pm so we 
could only be open to visitors from 
10am to 2.30pm, rather than the usual 
OHM time of 4.30pm. Nevertheless, 
it was a successful weekend with 
between 300 and 400 visitors over the 
opening times. On Sunday, numbers 
were down a little due to parking 
problems with football on at the MCG.

The cottage looked wonderful 
thanks to the efforts of volunteers 
who helped clean and set up the 
cottage shop and some great displays 
of crafts. The garden group has also 
been working particularly hard to 
make the garden and courtyards look 
fantastic. 

We set up a welcoming entrance 
table under the back verandah to 
keep the flow of people moving from 
the back to the front of the cottage. 

This way they saw the older outside 
historic parts, then the craft rooms, 
and demonstrations before finishing in 
the shop. 

We had a fabulous roster of 
volunteers on at the cottage in each 
morning and afternoon shift with Lisa 
Steven who coordinated plant and 
raffle sales. At the busy times, we 
needed all these people as some 
were also taken up with demonstrating 
their crafts. As you can see in the 
images, we had cottage members 
demonstrating basketry, spinning, 
card making and pot pourri. These 
were really enjoyed by the visitors and 
help sales of craft items in the shop. 

Business was brisk in the lovely 
little PCC shop which had additional 
baskets from members, great Temple 
of the Winds tea towels designed by 
PCC member Liz Milsom, hand dyed 
and knitted items, lots of pot pourri 
and herbs, botanic art and cards, plus 
plenty of beautiful, pressed flower 
cards.

We now have six groups operating 
at the cottage each month, which is 

also open to the public on Thursdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays 10am to 3pm. 
All the groups welcome Friends 
members to join them. Please see the 
side box for days and times that the 
groups meet.

Cathy	Trinca
Plant	Craft	Cottage	Convener

Jeanette	Carter	and	Lyn	Eadie	
Photo:	Cathy	Trinca Rosemarie	Cerny	Photo:	Lisa	Steven

Joanna	Wood	Photo:	Jane	Bennett

Lyn	Eadie	Photo:	Lisa	Steven

plant crafts

Do	you	enjoy	crafts?
We have several different craft groups that meet at the plant 
craft cottage each month. No prior experience necessary. To 
attend you just need to be a member of the Friends
(Join online at rbgfriendsmelbourne.org)

Basketry	Group	 	 4th Wednesday  10.30am to 2pm 
Natural dye Group 1st Wednesday  10.30am to 2pm
Pot Pourri Group 2nd Friday  10.30am to 2pm
Plant	Card	Group	 2nd Tuesday  10.30am to 2pm
Garden Group  Tuesdays  9am to 12.30pm
Photo Group  3rd Wednesday 10am to 1pm
Cottage and Shop are open to visitors every Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, 10am to 3pm.
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This year once again the Photography Group enjoyed capturing autumn colours, looking for new vistas. We have also 
been experimenting with the effects of light from different angles and at various times of day, and we’ve tried photographing 
some of the notable structures in the garden in monochrome / black and white.  We encourage all Friends, whichever 
device you have with you, to experiment with new ways to capture images of our beautiful Gardens — go at different 
times of day, try a photo of the same subject from several angles, play with different filters or settings. There are so many 
possibilities!

To view more of our photographic experiments and see our monthly themes for the rest of 2022, click on the Photography 
Group section on the Friends website: https://www.rbgfriendsmelbourne.org/friends-groups/photography-group/

Jane Bennett 
Convener

Photo:	Gary	Brown

Photo:	Keith	Ross

Photo:	Roy	Port Photo:	Steve	Bywater

Photo:	Kath	Dupleix

Photo:	Karen	Pyke

photography group



2022	AGM	Notice
The Melbourne Friends’ Annual General Meeting will 
be held on Monday, 21 November at 6pm in Mueller 
Hall, National Herbarium. The formal notice to be 
issued in October will provide more details on the 
nature of proceedings.  Nomination forms for Council 
can be obtained by contacting the Friends’ Office either 
by email friends@frbgmelb.org or by phone 9650 6398.
The positions of Secretary and Treasurer are due 
for election. Existing Council members are eligible 
for re-election.  Council members are elected for two 
years. Nomination forms are to be lodged with the 
Secretary at Observatory Gate Lodge by 5pm on 
Friday 21 October 2022.

Digital	Membership	Card
Have you organised your digital membership 
card?  Fully integrated with mobile wallets, the 
digital cards offer convenience and ease of use.
To access and download your digital membership 
card, please follow these steps:

• Login to your TidyHQ account and go to
Contact Profile. 

• Click on Membership to find your
membership details. 

• Click on either – Add to Apple Wallet or
GPay save to Phone. 

• Add the card to your mobile phone wallet.

Calendar

SEPTEMBER

1 Opening of Acacia Exhibition:  
Visitor Centre

4 & 8 Insiders’ Walk: Wonderful Wattles

11 Insiders’ Walk: Plant Craft Cottage Garden

15 Talking Online: Botanical Time Capsules:  
Connecting People & Plants Through Time

17 Opening of TABI Exhibition: Domain House  
& Gallery and Online

18 Insiders’ Walk: 2022 TABI Exhibition

23 Crafts for Kids: Fantastic Friends

24 Insiders’ Walk: 2022 TABI Exhibition  

24 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: Colourful Coiling

25 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: Macrame Flowers.

28 Talks in the Gardens: Inspiring Garden Designs

29 Crafts for Kids: Botancial Crafts

29 New Members’ Welcome and TABI Tour

OCTOBER

1 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: 
Australian Native Wreath

4 Talking Online: English Gardens

7 Spring Morning Tea: Remarkable Plants 
to Make Us Happy

11 Talks in the Gardens: Small Eucalypts

12 Talks in the Gardens: Pest Pepellent Herbs and 
Other Solutions

15 Growing Friends Spring Plant Sale 
&Pre-loved Garden Book Sale

16 Growing Friends Spring Plant Sale 
&Pre-loved Garden Book Sale

20 Talking at Mueller: Trees and a Sustainable, 
Liveable City  

21 Insiders’ Walk: Ian Potter Foundation 
Children’s Garden 

22 Garden Tour: Meg Bentley’s Gruyere Estate

23 Ramble: Orchids at Inverleigh NCR

26 Talking in the Gardens: Celebrating Eucalyptus Oil

27 Garden Tour: Gippsland Gardens

NOVEMBER

5 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop:  
Random Weaving

6 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: 
Paper Poppies

8 Talking Online: Northern Ireland Gardens

10 Insiders’ Walk: Historic Buildings of the Gardens

12 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: NatureKit-
Victoria’s Biodiversity Mapping Tool

16 Talks in the Garden: Orchid Reintroductions

18 Talks in the Garden: Beautiful Begonias

22 Insiders’ Walk: Plant Graft Cottage Garden

24 Garden Tour: Gin & Macedon Gardens Day

26 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: Dried Botanical 
Holiday Wreath

27 Plant Craft Cottage Workshop: Holiday Cards


