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RARE BREEDS TRUST OF AUSTRALIA  
POULTRY CENSUS 2024  
KEY DATES 

• Census period 1 May – 30 June 2024.  
• Submissions by close of business 1 July 2024. 

 
ABOUT THE POULTRY CENSUS 
The Rare Breeds Trust of Australia collects data submi5ed voluntarily by Australian poultry breeders 
on their breeding age pure breed poultry. Data collected includes breeds in the APS, recently 
imported pure breeds, pure breeds known to be in Australia without a current Australian standard, 
and heritage breeds. 
 
“As Patron of the Rare Breeds Trust of Australia I ask you all to complete the poultry census for this 
year. Completing this will be the very best way to get a picture of poultry and waterfowl in Australia. 
Your details can be submitted anonymously. At the end when all details are collated any personal 
reference will be deleted. I do hope that you can assist with this.” Michael Peel, Patron, Rare 
Breeds Trust of Australia. Peel Ridge Stud. 
 
WHY COLLECT THE DATA 
The data collected provides a snapshot of what breeds are most at risk 
in this country. This enables relevant individuals and poultry 
associaBons to plan acBons that promote uptake of those breeds and 
varieBes as relevant. Rare breeds are important for maintaining 
diversity in the face of commercialisaBon and hybridisaBon of food-
producing species. They are also important for maintaining diversity in 
breed characterisBcs such as thriDiness, heat or cold hardiness, se5ers 
and non-se5ers, etc. The data is also helpful for poultry associaBons in 
idenBfying breed numbers for the purpose of show schedules, judging 
advice, and potenBal need for standards development.  

 
PRIVACY STATEMENT 
The Census is completely voluntary and is conducted as an opt-in survey. Provision of your name 
and email is opBonal. PICs are not requested. Any supplied emails are only used to communicate 
with the respondent during the data entry process to clarify any supplied informaBon. Any personal 
details are destroyed once the accuracy of data entry is confirmed. Names and emails are not 
provided to any third party at any Bme. Submissions may be posted to the address on the Submission 
Form without including personal details or a return address. Finalised, completely de-idenBfied data, 
is made available publicly through the Rare Breeds Trust of Australia website. The Trust also provides 
the completely de-idenBfied data to rare breed associaBons in Australia, and state and naBonal 
poultry associaBons. The Trust uses the de-idenBfied data to create its Poultry ConservaBon 
Watchlist and may also use the de-idenBfied data for rare breeds promoBon wherever appropriate.  
The Rare Breeds Trust of Australia is a not-for-profit, charitable organisaBon. It does not report to 
government other than for its annual financial reporBng obligaBons to the ACNC. The RBTA receives 
no government funding and is not associated with any government agency. 

THE RARE CATEGORIES 
• CriOcal – Less than 100 

breeding birds 
• Endangered – Less than 

200 breeding birds 
• Vulnerable – Less than 

300 breeding birds 
• At Risk – Less than 500 

breeding birds 
 

RBTA CONTACT 
Jill Weaver, Poultry Coordinator 
E    rbtapoultrycensus2024@gmail.com 
Ph  03 6429 3230 
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MAKING A SUBMISSION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Note about U*lity Strains of a Breed 
If you have a U"lity Strain of a pure breed, use the Census Code for the breed. You can then enter UFlity Strain in the 
Colour/Variety secFon of the Census Submission form. Plus, you will be able to comment, if you wish, on the background of 
the UFlity Strain you breed. A UFlity Strain is a strain of a pure breed that has come about through selecFve breeding for its 
economic values, that is, significantly higher egg or meat producFon than would be expected from the breed in its 
“exhibiFon form”. Some UFlity Strains in Australia are likely to have their origins prior to the 1970s; some may have CSIRO 
used in the naming.  Some may be used as parent birds in their pure form to create commercial hybrids. The look of a UFlity 
Strain bird may differ to a larger or lesser degree from the exhibiFon look of the breed as set out in poultry standards. UFlity 
Strains in Australia include UFlity White Leghorns, UFlity Australorps, UFlity Light Sussex (Fred Hams), UFlity New 
Hampshire and UFlity Rhode Island (Red or White). There may be UFlity strains of other pure breeds coming within the 
meaning of selecFvely bred for high producFon– these too may be noted in the Census as above.  
 

CENSUS SCHEDULE INDEX 
 

CATEGORY PAGE 

Chicken Hardfeather Large Breeds 3 
Chicken Hardfeather Bantam Breeds 3 
Chicken So7feather Large Breeds 3 
Chicken So7feather Bantam Breeds 5 
Ducks Heavy 6 
Ducks Light 6 
Ducks Bantam 6 
Geese 7 
Turkey 7 
Guinea Fowl 7 
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 Category Breed name 2021 RBTA status 1 Census Code 

CHICKENS     
HARDFEATHER LARGE   
Hardfeather Large AMERICAN GAME Critical 1 
Hardfeather Large ASIL Endangered 2 
Hardfeather Large AUSTRALIAN GAME At Risk 3 
Hardfeather Large AUSTRALIAN PIT GAME At Risk 4 
Hardfeather Large INDIAN GAME  5 
Hardfeather Large JUNGLE FOWL Endangered 6 
Hardfeather Large MALAY GAME At Risk 7 
Hardfeather Large MODERN GAME  8 
Hardfeather Large OLD ENGLISH GAME  9 
Hardfeather Large SHAMO Critical 10 
Hardfeather Large SUMATRA Endangered 11 
HARDFEATHER BANTAM   
Hardfeather Bantam AMERICAN GAME Critical 20 
Hardfeather Bantam ASIL Endangered 21 
Hardfeather Bantam AUSTRALIAN GAME At Risk 22 
Hardfeather Bantam AUSTRALIAN PIT GAME  At Risk 23 
Hardfeather Bantam INDIAN GAME  24 
Hardfeather Bantam MALAY GAME At Risk 25 
Hardfeather Bantam MODERN GAME  26 
Hardfeather Bantam OLD ENGLISH GAME  27 
Hardfeather Bantam SUMATRA Endangered 28 
SOFTFEATHER LARGE   
Softfeather Large ANCONA  40 
Softfeather Large ANDALUSIAN At Risk 41 
Softfeather Large ARAUCANA  42 
Softfeather Large APPENZELLER SPITZHAUBEN  43 
Softfeather Large AUSTRALIAN LANGSHAN  44 
Softfeather Large AUSTRALORP  45 
Softfeather Large BARNEVELDER  46 
Softfeather Large BRAHMA  47 
Softfeather Large BREDA  48 
Softfeather Large BRESSE (AKA LA BRESSE)  49 
Softfeather Large CAMPINE At Risk 50 
Softfeather Large COCHIN Vulnerable 51 
Softfeather Large CRÈVECOEUR Endangered 52 
Softfeather Large CROAD LANGSHAN At Risk 53 
Softfeather Large DORKING  54 
Softfeather Large DUTCH OWLBEARD  55 

 
1 You can check through the current RBTA rare breed lisFng at h^ps://rarebreedstrust.com.au/public/pages/poultry 

https://rarebreedstrust.com.au/public/pages/poultry
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 Category Breed name 2021 RBTA status 1 Census Code 
Softfeather Large FAVEROLLES At Risk 56 
Softfeather Large FAYOUMI  57 
Softfeather Large FRIESAN  58 
Softfeather Large FRIZZLE Vulnerable 59 
Softfeather Large HAMBURGH  60 
Softfeather Large HOUDAN Critical 61 
Softfeather Large IXWORTH  62 
Softfeather Large LA FLÈCHE Critical 63 
Softfeather Large LAKENVELDER Endangered 64 
Softfeather Large LEGBAR Vulnerable 65 
Softfeather Large LEGHORN   66 
Softfeather Large MARANS  67 
Softfeather Large MINORCA At Risk 68 
Softfeather Large NEW HAMPSHIRE Endangered 69 
Softfeather Large NORFOLK GREY  70 
Softfeather Large NORTH WEST ISLAND FERAL FOWL Included as a Heritage breed 71 
Softfeather Large OLD ENGLISH PHEASANT FOWL Critical  72 
Softfeather Large ORLOFF  73 
Softfeather Large ORPINGTON  74 
Softfeather Large PHOENIX At Risk 75 
Softfeather Large PLYMOUTH ROCK  76 
Softfeather Large POLISH  77 
Softfeather Large QUAMBY  78 
Softfeather Large REDCAP (DERBYSHIRE REDCAP) Critical 79 
Softfeather Large RHODE ISLAND Rhode Island White Critical 80 
Softfeather Large SCOTS DUMPY  81 
Softfeather Large SCOTS GREY Critical 82 
Softfeather Large SICILIAN BUTTERCUP Critical 83 
Softfeather Large SICILIANA  84 
Softfeather Large SILKIE  85 
Softfeather Large SPANISH Endangered 86 
Softfeather Large SULTAN Critical 87 
Softfeather Large SUSSEX  88 
Softfeather Large TRANSYLVANIAN NAKED NECK Vulnerable 89 
Softfeather Large VORWERK  90 
Softfeather Large WELBAR  91 
Softfeather Large WELSUMMER At Risk 92 
Softfeather Large WYANDOTTE  93 
Softfeather Large YOKOHAMA Red Saddled Poultry Critical 94 
SOFTFEATHER BANTAM   
Softfeather Bantam ANCONA  100 
Softfeather Bantam ANDALUSIAN At Risk 101 
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 Category Breed name 2021 RBTA status 1 Census Code 
Softfeather Bantam ARAUCANA  102 
Softfeather Bantam AUSTRALIAN LANGSHAN  103 
Softfeather Bantam AUSTRALORP  104 
Softfeather Bantam AYAM SERAMA  105 
Softfeather Bantam BARNEVELDER  106 
Softfeather Bantam BELGIAN BARBU D'ANVERS  107 
Softfeather Bantam BELGIAN BARBU D'UCCLE  108 
Softfeather Bantam BELGIAN BARBU DE WATERMAEL  109 
Softfeather Bantam BRAHMA  110 
Softfeather Bantam BREDA  111 
Softfeather Bantam CAMPINE At Risk 112 
Softfeather Bantam CRÊVECOUER Endangered 113 
Softfeather Bantam CROAD LANGSHAN At Risk 114 
Softfeather Bantam DORKING  115 
Softfeather Bantam DUTCH BANTAM Endangered 116 
Softfeather Bantam DUTCH OWLBEARD  117 
Softfeather Bantam FAVEROLLES At Risk 118 
Softfeather Bantam FAYOUMI  119 
Softfeather Bantam FRIESAN  120 
Softfeather Bantam FRIZZLE Vulnerable 121 
Softfeather Bantam HAMBURGH  122 
Softfeather Bantam HOUDAN Critical 123 
Softfeather Bantam IXWORTH  124 
Softfeather Bantam JAPANESE  125 
Softfeather Bantam JAPANESE FRIZZLED  126 
Softfeather Bantam LA FLÈCHE Critical 127 
Softfeather Bantam LAKENVELDER Endangered 128 
Softfeather Bantam LEGBAR Vulnerable 129 
Softfeather Bantam LEGHORN  130 
Softfeather Bantam MARANS  131 
Softfeather Bantam MINORCA At Risk 132 
Softfeather Bantam NANKIN  133 
Softfeather Bantam NEW HAMPSHIRE Endangered 134 
Softfeather Bantam NORFOLK GREY  135 
Softfeather Bantam OLD ENGLISH PHEASANT FOWL Critical 136 
Softfeather Bantam ORPINGTON  137 
Softfeather Bantam PEKIN  138 
Softfeather Bantam PHOENIX At Risk 139 
Softfeather Bantam PLYMOUTH ROCK  140 
Softfeather Bantam POLISH  141 
Softfeather Bantam RHODE ISLAND Rhode Island White Critical 142 
Softfeather Bantam ROSECOMB Vulnerable 143 
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 Category Breed name 2021 RBTA status 1 Census Code 
Softfeather Bantam SCOTS DUMPY  144 
Softfeather Bantam SCOTS GREY Critical 145 
Softfeather Bantam SEBRIGHT  146 
Softfeather Bantam SHOWGIRL  147 
Softfeather Bantam SICILIAN BUTTERCUP Critical 148 
Softfeather Bantam SILKIE  149 
Softfeather Bantam SPANISH Endangered 150 
Softfeather Bantam SULTAN Critical 151 
Softfeather Bantam SUSSEX  152 
Softfeather Bantam TRANSYLVANIAN NAKED NECK Vulnerable 153 
Softfeather Bantam VORWERK  154 
Softfeather Bantam WELSUMMER At Risk 155 
Softfeather Bantam WYANDOTTE  156 
Softfeather Bantam YOKOHAMA Red Saddled Critical 157 
DUCKS HEAVY (STANDARD) 
Ducks Heavy AYLESBURY Endangered 160 
Ducks Heavy BLUE SWEDISH Endangered 161 
Ducks Heavy CAYUGA At Risk 162 
Ducks Heavy MUSCOVY  163 
Ducks Heavy PEKIN Endangered 164 
Ducks Heavy ROUEN Critical 165 
Ducks Heavy ROUEN CLAIR Critical 166 
Ducks Heavy SAXONY Critical 167 
Ducks Heavy SILVER APPLEYARD Endangered 168 
Ducks Heavy WATERVALE Critical 169 
DUCKS LIGHT (STANDARD) 
Ducks Light ABACOT RANGER Critical 180 
Ducks Light ANCONA  181 
Ducks Light BALI Critical 182 
Ducks Light  CAMPBELL Endangered 183 
Ducks Light CRESTED Endangered 184 
Ducks Light ELIZABETH Endangered 185 
Ducks Light INDIAN RUNNER  186 
Ducks Light MAGPIE Critical 187 
Ducks Light ORPINGTON Endangered 188 
Ducks Light  POMMERN Critical 189 
Ducks Light WELSH HARLEQUIN Endangered 190 
DUCKS BANTAM   
Ducks Bantam AUSTRALIAN CALL  195 
Ducks Bantam BLACK EAST INDIAN Critical 196 
Ducks Bantam CRESTED Vulnerable 197 
Ducks Bantam MALLARD Vulnerable 198 
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 Category Breed name 2021 RBTA status 1 Census Code 
Ducks Bantam ORPINGTON Endangered 199 
Ducks Bantam POMMERN Critical 200 
Ducks Bantam SAXONY Critical 201 
Ducks Bantam SILVER APPLEYARD Endangered 202 
Ducks Bantam WELSH HARLEQUIN Endangered 203 
GEESE     
 AFRICAN Critical 210 
 AUSTRALIAN SETTLER Endangered 211 
 BRECON BUFF Critical 212 
 CHINESE At Risk 213 
 EMDEN  214 
 POMERANIAN Critical 215 
 ROMAN Critical 216 
 ROMAN TUFTED Critical 217 
 SEBASTOPOL CURLED At Risk 218 
 SEBASTOPOL SMOOTH At Risk 219 
 TOULOUSE Endangered 220 
Category Colour 2021 RBTA Status Census Code 

TURKEYS     
 BLACK Critical 230 
 BLACK-WINGED BRONZE Critical 231 
 BLUE Critical 232 
 BOURBON RED Endangered 233 
 BRONZE Endangered 234 
 BUFF Critical 235 
 NARRAGANSETT Critical 236 
 ROYAL PALM Critical 237 
 SLATE  Critical 238 
 WHITE Critical 239 
 KING ISLAND Included as a Heritage breed 240 
 MIXED COLOUR  241 
 OTHER  242 
GUINEA FOWL   
 CINNAMON Endangered 250 
 LAVENDER At Risk 251 
 PEARL At Risk 252 
 PIED At Risk 253 
 WHITE Critical 254 
 MIXED COLOUR  255 
 OTHER  256 

 


