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GENERAL RULES - effective 1%t January, 2025
To be read in conjunction with rules for the specific competition.

1. RULES:
All competitors ride under Pony Club Queensland Rules. The making of
an entry in any event run by PCQ, or a club or organisation affiliated with
PCQ constitutes acceptance of these rules.

2. MEMBERSHIP
All riders who are current financial members of an affiliated Pony Club of
Queensland, any other Australian State or PCA shall be considered
eligible to compete and show proof of membership via screenshot from
Profile on JustGo database when requested. An official from each club
must guarantee all their riders are current financial members and are
entered and competing in their correct age group.

3. CODES OF BEHAVIOUR
Reference should also be made to Pony Club Queensland Codes of
Behaviour hiips://ponyclubqld.com.au/resources/rulebooks/policies/and
the Pony Club Australia Code of Conduct
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/about-us/resources/ )
Pony Club Australia is working with Sport Integrity Australia; the federal
agency established to prevent and deal with integrity threats in sport. For
more information visit https./ponyclubaustralia.com.au/about-
us/resources/integrity/

4. DISCIPLINE

a. Abusive and profane language or bad behaviour by a Rider may result
in disqualification for the rest of the event during which the offence
occCurs.

b. A competitor who refuses to obey the direction of any officiating steward
may be refused the right of competing in any further events.

c. A repetition by the same competitor will mean disqualification for the
remainder of the day's programme, together with loss of all points
gained up to the time of the repeated offence.

d. An event judge should refer any breach of discipline rules to the judge
in chief or event organisers.

e. Competitors and mounts are disqualified together.

ALCOHOL
Alcohol may not be consumed on grounds and booths are not permitted


https://ponyclubqld.com.au/resources/rulebooks/policies/
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/about-us/resources/

to open at functions under Pony Club control, which are attended by
Pony Club members with their horses, until all competition and
presentation has been completed for the day or at rally days or musters
until all riding activities have ceased. For further information on our
Alcohol Policy can be read on our website www.ponyclubqld.com.au

6.

WELFARE OF THE HORSE

Pony Club Australia expects all those involved in national equestrian
sport to adhere to the PCA’s Code of Conduct and to acknowledge and
accept that at all times the welfare of the horse must be paramount and
must never be subordinated to competitive or commercial influences.
Refer: https./ponyclubaustralia.com.au/about-us/resources/ PCA Horse
Welfare, Horse Medication and Heat Polices.

At all stages during the preparation and training of competition horses,
welfare must take precedence over all other demands. This includes
good horse management, training methods, farriery and tack, and
transportation.

a. Horses and Riders must be fit, competent and in good health before

7.

they are allowed to compete. This encompasses medication use,
surgical procedures that threaten welfare or safety, pregnancy in mares
and the misuse of aids.

. Events must not prejudice horse welfare. This involves paying careful

attention to the competition areas, ground surfaces, weather conditions,
stabling, site safety and fitness of the horse for onward travel after the
event.

. Every effort must be made to ensure that horses receive proper

attention after they have competed and that they are treated humanely
when their competition careers are over. This covers proper veterinary
care, competition injuries, euthanasia and retirement.

.PCA urges all involved with the sport to attain the highest levels of

educationin their areas of expertise.

DANGEROUS RIDING/ABUSE OF HORSE

Any act or series of actions which, in the opinion of the Technical
Delegate, can clearly be identified as dangerous or an abuse, shall be
penalised by elimination.

Similarly, any Rider who affects the safety of any horse, Rider or third
party will be considered to have acted dangerously and will be penalised
by elimination.

Abuse of horse includes:

e excessive use of whip and/or spurs, (Also see Paras. 21, 22)

¢ jabbing on the reins and/or inflicting pain with the bit.


http://www.ponyclubqld.com.au/
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/about-us/resources/

rapping

riding an exhausted horse
excessive pressing of a tired horse
riding an obviously lame horse

Officials must report such actions as soon as possible, to the Technical
Delegate, supported where possible by a statement from one or more
witnesses. The Technical Delegate must decide if there is a case to be
answered.

8.

USE OF WHIP
Hitting the horse in front of the saddle incurs no penalty.
Excessive use of whip incurs a warning or penalty or elimination at the
discretion of the judge.
A whip is not to be used more than two (2) times for any other incident.
(Refer PCA Horse Welfare Policy)
Whip must be carried in the hand and never used in an overarm
action (as per PCQ By-Laws)
Whips may be carried and thrown away during the event.

USE OF SPURS
The use of spurs in a cruel manner will result in immediate
disqualification of the athlete from the competition.
If any horse shows blood or signs of bleeding on its side which was
caused by, or may have been caused by the use of spurs, it must
immediately be retired for the day from the competition, event or
rally/muster.
The horse must be immediately unsaddled and the scrape, cut or
wound immediately attended to.

Under no circumstances is the horse to be ridden at Pony Club
again that day.

10. BLOOD POLICY.

PCQ has a no blood Policy; if an official sights fresh blood anywhere
on the horse during an event, he or she will stop the horse to check. If
the horse shows fresh blood, it will be eliminated. The elimination is
final

11.

DOPING

It is forbidden to use or administer, or cause to be used or administered,
on or to any horse, a tranquiliser, stimulant, or drug of any kind, in any
manner whatsoever, either before or during any Pony Club activity or
competition. Refer to PCA Horse Medication Policy



12. FIRST AID. Refer to the PCA Minimum Medical Standards
The First Aid person must have no other duties and should wear a clearly
visible bib or armband designating this duty.
A First Aid station must be provided.

13. AGE.

Rider

» Competitors must stay in their own age groups throughout the day
in all individual or team’s events, and cannot transfer to another
age group.

 An official of the club must guarantee the age of the competitors.
Age is at first day of competition.

+ At a State Event minimum age for participation is seven (7) years.

Horse

Horse Age Requirements (Aligned with PCA Welfare Policy-P13)

The age of a horse, calculated from its date of birth, for participation in
competitive Pony Club® activities must meet the following criteria:

. Horses may only compete in walk/trot dressage tests from the
age of three (3) years.

« All other competitive Pony Club® activities require horses to meet
the designated minimum age of four (4) as outlined in the PCA
Welfare Policy.

14. GEAR CHECK (Refer PCA National Gear Rules)

The responsibility for the use of the correct saddlery and equipment
according to the rules of PCA and the specific competition rests with the
competitor. Failure to comply with the rules may entail elimination from
the competition. All gear should be inspected by a steward prior to any
events to ensure it complies with PCA rules, is correctly fitted and
comfortable for the horse. Wherever possible, a marshalling yard should
be provided for competitors in events.

The final responsibility, especially for safety of saddlery and equipment,
rests with the Rider.

Gear check is a compliance check rather than a safety check and it is the
responsibility of Riders to ensure their gear is safe, should any gear
inspection reveal any gear which appears to the gear check steward that it
may be unsuitable, the Rider should be advised immediately and sent
away to adjust the equipment and return for a further gear check before
competing.

Failure to do so could result in disqualification.



15. UNIFORM
Correct club uniform must be worn in all competitions, except where
Zone or Queensland uniform is permitted. The wearing of vest is
optional. The wearing of other apparel or the incorrect wearing of the
uniform is not acceptable and could result in disqualification at all events
from gymkhanas to championships.
Check your own Zone & neighbouring Zone’s colours before applying for
colours or change of colours, so that they do not clash with other Clubs
who may compete in your area. At all times when mounted Riders must
be neatly dressed in their correct uniform, be it a shirt and tie or a
ratcatcher shirt, including tie and with sleeves rolled down and shirt
tucked in. Ties may be removed or sleeves rolled up only if authorised by
the judge in chief and an official announcement is made. (Please be
familiar with UNIFORM VARIATION for Campdraft and Stockman’s
Challenge — Club & Zone Events only)

16.HELMET
An equestrian helmet, colour white, black, navy blue or brown and tested
to one of the acceptable standards, AS/NZ 3838, EN 1384 or ASTM
F1163 or better, must be worn and effectively secured whenever
mounted under Pony Club supervision, including to & from the Pony Club
- this includes seniors & instructors.
There are to be NO attachments to helmets (no modified or additional
equipment e.g. GoPros or Lights)
Candidates at Instructor Schools must wear helmets when mounted or
handling horses. Mounted Voluntary Helpers must wear helmets.
Riders must keep helmets on during Mounted Presentation of Awards &
while saluting. Loss of helmet while riding incurs elimination

17.FIXTURE
A fixture shall be defined as one programme held on one or more
days by the one organising committee.

18. PROGRAMME

A programme should be published by the organisers not less than six
weeks before the event.

A copy MUST be sent to PCQ for approval before it is printed and
distributed for_an Official Competition or a Competition. which is to be
used as a qualifier for State Championships.

A Gymkhana or Open Day programme MUST be sent to the Zone Chief
Instructor for approval before it is printed and distributed.

Bareback Rider Class may be included on the Gymkhana program,
remainder of program requires a saddle.



Horse trial venues can offer programs that:-

o Official courses do not have to offer all official levels

 Official courses offering all official levels of courses up to two star

All the above will comply with the requirements and conditions in

Annex 1.

The programme need not repeat the Rules contained in this Rule Book

except where required. Programme should include:

e Pic No.;

Place and date of event;

Classes to be held;

Name and contact details of Organising Secretary; Chief Steward and

PCQ Steward (Technical Delegate, where known);

Trophies and prizes to be awarded,;

Closing date and conditions for entries;

How the draw is to be accessed e.g., email, website;

Administrative arrangements such as stabling, accommodation,

catering, etc.

Disclaimer of Liability clause (see below), and Organisers’

o Reservation ofRight (see below).

o First Aid; Refer to PCA Minimum Medical Standards
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Minimum-Medical-Standards-for-Pony-Club-
Guidelines-2023.pdf

15 DISCLAIMER
Neither the organising committee of any contest to which these rules
apply, nor the PCQ, accept any liability for any accident, damage, injury
or illness to horses, owners, Riders, ground, spectators or any other
person or property whatsoever.
This Disclaimer must be printed on all programmes.

16 RESERVATION OF RIGHTS
The Organisers reserve the right:
e to cancel any class or event.
¢ to divide any class.
e to alter the advertised times
¢ to refuse any entry, with or without stating the reason
o to transfer competitors between sections of a class

¢ to combine classes if less than 3 competitors
This reservation must be printed on all programmes
To be read in conjunction with rules for the specific competition.

17 RIBBONS



https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Minimum-Medical-Standards-for-Pony-Club-Guidelines-2023.pdf
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Minimum-Medical-Standards-for-Pony-Club-Guidelines-2023.pdf
https://ponyclubaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Minimum-Medical-Standards-for-Pony-Club-Guidelines-2023.pdf

Recommended colours for ribbons:
1t Blue, 2" Red, 3" White, 4™ Yellow, 5" Green, 6™ Fushia, 7"" Orange,
8" Teal, 9" Magenta, 10" Cyan.

18 ADVERTISING & PUBLICITY — COMPETITORS & HORSES
Competitors may carry the logo of the sponsor on the saddle cloth, only
when competing in a State Team. The size of the logo may not exceed
100sq cm.

Advertising may appear on obstacles, sides of arena, back numbers,
rugs and as approved by PCQ.

Prizes bearing the name of the sponsor e.g., rugs, may be placed on
horses at the presentation of awards. °

19 MOBILE PHONES (Nov, 2018)
Not to be used while on horseback. In a competition, an Rider breaching
this rule may be eliminated.

20 DOGS
Dogs must be kept away from the competition area, and kept on a leash
and under control at all times. When tied up, dogs must not be able to
move outside the perimeter of the vehicle. Be aware dogs are prohibited
by law on some grounds and this should be stated on the program.

21 JUDGES & OFFICIALS

NB A list of judges and officials MUST be sent to PCQ for approval

before it is printed and distributed for_an Official competition or a

competition, which is to be used as a qualifier for State Championships.

¢ Judge has the right to call on any competitor to inspect his gear and if
gear is illegal, competitor is compelled to remove offending article before
competing.

e Judges should be PCQ instructors for formal classes at gymkhanas and
from a list of suitably accredited Judges or Course Builders for
showjumping

¢ Judges cannot judge their own children, horses, close relatives, regular
students or Riders they have trained within the previous week, in
subjective disciplines such as Rider Class, Dressage, Jumping
Equitation, Formal classes at gymkhanas etc.

e Neither may these judges accept private billeted accommodation or
other gratuity from/to a competitor scheduled to be in the competition
they are judging.




¢ Judges may refuse to judge novelty events at shows or gymkhanas if
the programme states "run under PCQ Rules" and the events are not
then conducted under the rules of the PCQ.

¢ Judges must present themselves suitably attired.

22 TECHNICAL DELEGATE: A Technical Delegate (TD) is an official who
ensures a competition complies with rules and standards.
Refer to discipline Technical Delegate Section for Technical Delegate
specific roles and responsibilities.

23 THE CHIEF JUDGE (Judge in Chief) oversees all judging aspects of a
competition. They often act as the final authority on judging matters
during the event.

24 Chief Steward; The person appointed by the organising committee, to
assist the technical delegate and chief judge in the execution of their
duties. Also, to act on behalf of the organising committee, to coordinate
the event management, oversee the volunteers and ensure all required
tasks are fulfilled. This role is a pre-cursor to becoming a technical
delegate for events. Chief Stewards are required at any competitions
conducted under PCQ rules.

28 DIVISION OF CLASSES
The PCQ Steward (Technical Delegate) or Judge-in-Chief at State
Championships and Official events has right to divide classes as
necessary for the running of the event. (Oct.90)
Jumping Equitation, Dressage, Combined Training, & Horse Trials —
groups of over 30 Riders but less than 40 Riders may be divided into
two groups, but must be divided when numbers exceed 40. This will be
done by virtue of the draw e.g., first 40 into group 1, next 40 into group 2
etc. There is no option to divide a group with less than 30 Riders.
State Formal Gymkhana age groups to be split into year levels i.e., 9
years & under; 10 years; 11 years; 12 years; 13 years; 14 years; 15
years; 16 years; 17 & under 26 years.
Showjumping: There is no division of groups no matter what the
size.(Aug 2014)

29 MOUNTS (refer also General Rules 7- Age)
e The mount should be the member's normal pony club mount and
regularly ridden to Pony Club.
e Riders currently competing in Official 12 and Under or Official 13 &
Under 26 classes cannot ride an Official 12 and under or Official 13 &
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Under 26 horse in an unofficial section.

o No stallion, colt, entire or rig is eligible to take part in any Event,
Competition or otherwise at any function conducted by the Pony Club
Association or any of its Affiliated Clubs whatsoever.

« While a horse is out of the stable/yard at any pony club activity, horse
must be restrained with a headstall and lead or a bridle.

o All horse riders and handlers within these grounds must wear

approved safety helmets while mounted and correct footwear i.e.

closed footwear.

A mount must be one of the following:

o owner ridden
o leased
o owned by a financial member of the same club.

o At all pony club fixtures. a mount may only have one rider.

However,

where a combination of events are held over two or more days, a mount

may have a different rider, if the events are held on different days. e.9.
dressage onday 1 and the dressage phase of combined training or

eventing on day 2.

At all pony club fixtures. an rider may only have one mount, except as

outlined below under Two Horse Rule:

30 TWO HORSE RULE;
at the discretion of the organising committee, Riders may enter 2 horses
in the following way:

Sporting & Gymkhana —
Riders may only enter 2 horses in the same age group

Both horses must be fully saddled to avoid any loss of time by swapping
gear at each event

Each horse may gain qualifying results

Each horse may be placed in its class and is eligible for overall awards
2" horse to be held by a competent person

In the event of a formal class being held at a sporting Gymkhana, it is up
to the organising committee to decide on the eligibility/use of the 2"
horse and should be outlined in the conditions in the program

Where Mounted Games are held in conjunction a different horse maybe
used

Campdraft and Stockman’s Challenge

Riders may only enter 2 horses in the same age group

At the discretion of the organising committee, only 1 or both horses must
be fully mounted

Each horse may gain qualifying results

11



Each horse will be placed in its class and is eligible for overall awards
2" horse to be held by a competent person

Showjumping & Jumping Equitation:
Showjumping: Riders may enter two horses in the same or different

heights
Jumping Equitation: Riders may enter two horses in the same or different
height

Horse Trials, Dressage, Combined Training and Jumping Equitation
at the Riders may enter 2 horses in the same or different grades/heights.
(see specific discipline)

31 LEASED HORSES

Anyone who wishes to ride at Pony Club, a horse which does not belong
to them or to another member of their Club, must have a lease on the
horse.

If the horse belongs to a person who is a member of another Club, or is
not a member of Pony Club at all, a lease must be signed and reqgistered
with PCQ. Lease forms are obtainable from PCQ Office. NB Note 3-

week rule as per lease form: fo use the horse in competition. and lease
must be in effect for six (6) months.

32 SUBSTITUTION

Mounts may be substituted before the commencement of the event upon
presentation of a Veterinary Certificate or a written statement from the
club chief instructor. If such substitution is made, the replacement mount
must be eligible within the terms of the PCQ Rules.

NO substitution of Rider is permitted under any circumstances.

33 REFUND OF NOMINATIONS

Prior nominations will be refunded providing the Organising Body is
advised of the scratching in writing or by telephone before the
commencement of the event. A written request for a refund of nomination,
including a vet or doctor’s certificate to be received by the organising
committee within one week of the event. 10% of the entry fee may be
retained by the organising committee to cover administration costs.

34 OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE

Outside aid to a competitor during the event, whether solicited or not, will
entail disqualification for the competitor except when permitted by
specific discipline rules Occurrences such as the following will be
considered as outside aid unless specified in discipline rules:

» calling advice to a competitor, e.g. Directions — turn left at peg. This
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does not apply in Showjumping Competitions or showjumping at a
Gymkhana: However, QOutside Assistance in the Showjumping
phase of Combined Training, Horse Trials, Tetrathlon and Jumping
Equitation will entail elimination.
e picking up competitor's equipment (except spectacles);
e any other occurrence which in the opinion of the judge is assistance to
the competitor, or is listed in the rules of the competition;
Sporting Events, no horse may be held or any outside assistance allowed
after the Judge has called the Rider into the starting area, except for
children 8 years and under, at the discretion of the judge, and special
assisted groups.
NB Handing back an Rider’s spectacles is NOT classified as outside
assistance

35 LEAD REIN/ASSISTED RIDERS
The leader must not be in front of the horse’s shoulder. It is the
responsibility of the parent to appoint a suitable handler/assistant for the
horse and Rider safety.

Assisted riders being led because of documented disability will be
able to be competitive in their age group if they hold an exemption
card (Refer 33).

Recommend led and free riders be in separate groups where numbers
are sufficient.

Led any age is not competitive unless Rider has Exemption through
Sports Connect System.

Riders who are riding “free” and who successfully complete the course,
must take the placings over Riders whose horses are being led, except
as in paragraph above.

36 EXEMPTION CARDS - Riders with a Disability:
Riders with disabilities are eligible to apply for a PCA Rider Exemption
Card to enable the use of adaptive equipment and other assistance as
per relevant recommendations.
Para Equestrian Riders are eligible to be classified and obtain an EA PE
ID card from the beginning of the year, in which they turn 12 years of
age.
Para Equestrian Riders who enter able bodied competitions must provide
a copy of the EA PE ID card.

37 FALLS
Fall of a Rider
An rider is considered to have fallen if he/she touches the ground or finds
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it necessary, in order to get back into the saddle, to use some form of
support or outside assistance.

If it is not clear that the Rider has used some form of support or outside
assistance to prevent his/her fall, the benefit of doubt must be given to the
rider.

Fall of a Horse

A horse is considered to have fallen when the shoulder and quarters have
touched the ground or the obstacle and the ground.

If a Rider or Horse have a fall prior to starting an event, during the event,
after crossing the finishing line, in the practice arena or elsewhere within
the grounds of the event, the Rider must be cleared by the event’s medical
service, or vet/TD/Chief Steward for the horse, before the Rider may be
permitted to take further part in the event or competition at the event.
After a fall of rider, final responsibility of the health and welfare of the
rider rests with the parent/guardian verified with a signed document by
the parent/quardian and recorded, as soon as possible following
the incident, on the PCA Incident Report App. (Dec 2020).

38 DISPUTES: If there is a problem, concern or query about a matter on
the day:
the parent/owner/rider of horse taking part in the competition
or Team Manager
may approach the PCQ Steward/TD/Chief Steward for clarification.
At no time, are they to directly approach a judge or course builder.
The parent/owner/rider has the option to lodge an Official Protest in
writing accompanied by the deposit of $50, no later than half an hour
after the happening that gave rise to the protest.
The deposit is forfeited unless the protest is upheld or it is decided that
there were good and reasonable grounds for the lodging of a protest.

39 DISPUTES COMMITTEE
The Disputes Committee is made up of:
Gymkhanas: one senior delegate from each club competing.
For Official and State events see Specific Discipline Rules (e.g.: SJ see
‘Appeals Committee”)
Any delegate whose member is in dispute, or may have, or appear to
have, a conflict of interest, must not sit on the Committee.

40 SCHOOLING
On the day of the event only competitors may ride their own horse.
Schooling will not be allowed on any area, which is part of the
competition.
Body Protector: The use of a Body Protector is recommended while
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jumping in competitions or training for Showjumping. Body Protectors are
compulsory for schooling and competing over cross-country fences at
any time. From Jan1, 2021 body protectors must be manufactured after
2009 and the label complies to one of these: BETA 2018 Level 3, BETA
2209 Level 3, EIN13158:2009 Level 3. (Jan 2021)

41 LUNGEING
Wherever possible a designated area should be set aside for lungeing,
but should not be allowed where horses are being ridden.
Horses may be only be lunged in warm up and training areas if:
By the nominated rider, parent, or a club instructor, (if the Rider is too
young to control the horse.)
If a suitable area can be found, which is not amongst horses being
ridden.
Single direct side reins are permitted, but only while lunging (only with
one lunge rein).
The lungeing of a Rider mounted in the saddle is NOT PERMITTED
anywhere at a dressage event
In Dressage ear muffs and plugs are not permitted (Ref: PCA Gear
Check)

42 STATE PROGRAMMES
Riders stay in their age groups and within their Zone - no composite
teams.
Exception Mounted Games.

43 QUALIFYING CRITERIA FOR STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
All Riders nominating must have attended at least TWO
musters/rallies within the preceding 12 month period at their club
or previous club in the case of transfers
AND Riders under 13 years are required to hold a minimum “D”
Certificate (Aug.10); Riders 13 years and under 26 years are required
to hold a minimum “C” Certificate or equivalent State Cl Medal (2023).
Proof of the Certificate will be required with the nomination.
Club Secretary to check all requirements for nomination are complete
and correct before forwarding to zone.
However:
When nominations are done online, after the close of nominations, the
organising committee to send a summary list of nominees, certificates
attained and qualifying results to Zone for confirmation before
nominations are accepted
Riders to complete nomination correctly as incomplete forms will be
returned. Riders found not to be qualified may be stopped from
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competing.

For comprehensive update on Qualifying Criteria for State Events AND
REQUIREMENTS FOR SPECIFIC DISCIPLINES can be found on the
PCQ website - Events/Results - State Championships
https://ponyclubqld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/2023-
Qualifying-Criteria-for-State-Events.pdf

44 OPEN DAYS
All participants must comply with competition, equipment and dress
rules of Pony Club, specifically with regard to Helmets, Boots, Spurs
and Equipment.
All Open Days must be pre-approved and signed by your Zone
Secretary prior to being forwarded to PCQ by the Club Secretary 30
DAYS PRIOR TO THE EVENT. All non-pony club riders MUST sign
the Day Participants Event Waiver and Liability Declaration and pay
required fee.
https.//ponyclubgld.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Day-
Participant-Event-Waiver-and-Liability-Declaration-Pony-Club-
Australia.pdf
Open Day Process:
Programme to be approved by Zone.
Event recorded on the PCQ Open Day Calendar
The minimum requirements for Showjumping Competitions:
Competitions require PCQ/EA course builder and judge. Training over
a course requires PCQ/EA course builder.

Fees for non-PCQ Riders must be forwarded within 14 days of the
event. (Refer to Schedule of Open Days — Forms page of the PCQ
website)
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